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INTO THE SUNSET:
Air Force will bid
farewell to the
Caribou fleet at the
end of this

after 45 years’
service.
Photo: 385N

Caribou retirement to mark end of era for Air Fprcg

By FLGOFF Eamon Hamilton It comes as mounting
AN ICON of Australian CostE s BeTicesh Y

skles, the DeHavilland DHC-4  Issues make it more difficult

Caribou, willfly with the Air 0 Sustain the Caribou as a

Force for the last time in late ~ Viable platform.

2009, “After 45 years of tireless
Defence Minister Joel and distinguished service

Fitzgibbon announced the  with the Air Force, the Caribou

fleet’s retirement on February fleet is suffering badiy from

19, a decision which will bring ~ a range of ag

to an end the aircraft's epic  Issues,” Mr Fitzgi

45-year Air Force career. “Alr Force is struggling

to achieve four-to-ive. which will act as an interim
serviceable aircraftatany  transport aircraft until a full
onetime, and itisatribute  replacement is introduced.
1o the outstanding work of ‘Tasks currently performed
38SQN aircrew, technicians by the Caribou will be
and support personnel that  split between King Air and
the Caribou has been ableto  Hercules aircrat.
operate as long as it has.” ‘CAF AIRMSHL Mark

The decision willallow  Binskin visited RAAF Base
38SON o transitiontothe  Townsville to discuss the.
"Hawker Pacific King Air changes with 38SN.
turbo-prop from mid-year, “It's clear that th

sentimental attachment to
the 'Bou for anyone who has
‘operated it;” AIRMSHL Binskin
said.

“This transition, however,
is about allowing 38SQN to
begin building the experience
and resources necessary to
‘work on more modern aircraft
‘systems, and ultimately
deliver more flying hours."
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“This planned retirement allows us
o sce the Caribou finish ts carcer on
fhe Air Force’s own terms, and leaves
he 38SQN skill-base in the best posi-
ion for the unit's future.” AIRMSHL

u 38SQN until 2013, by which time
Tactical Batlefield Airlifer — b
evaluated under AIRS00D Phase 2 — is
lue to arrive in service. Three King
i aircraft will be transferred from
rmy's 173N to 38SQN at RAAF
ase Townsville

They will be joined by an addi-
onal five King Airs, allowing a core
T 38SQN personnel to remain at
Fownsville and gain experience on an
rcrat equipped with modern avionics,
lass cockpit and turbo-prop engines.

Meanwhil, other personnel from
SSQN are expected to be posted to
ther Air Lift Group (ALG) units to
sencfit from the Group's ransition 1o
odern aircrat systems.

‘An ALG Interim Light Transport
ransition Team will work with the

Training Aircraft Systems Program
Office to introduce the King Air into
service with 38SQN, while simulta-
ncously managing the withdrawal of
the Caribou with the Air Lift Systems
Program Offce

"AIRMSHL Binskin said the foct that
the Caribou had survived in Aif Force
service for so long Was 3 testament not
Just 10 the design of the aircrafl, but
also to the crews who kept it flying.

“Much like the Caribou, this work-
force has demonsrated determination.
perseverance and resilience. often in
adverse conditions, 1o get their job
done” he said.

Tieny-nine Caribou were delivered
0 the Air Force between 1963 and 1971,
with 13 in servicetoday with 38SQN.

Their record of service includes
eight years in Vietnam, where despite
intense enemy action and several acci-
dents, no Australian servicemen were
killed o the Caribou.

For fve decades,the Caribou proved
itself as an angel of mercy to miliary
personnel and the civil community
‘alike in northern Australia, Papua New

Guinea, Kashais, the Solomon Islands
and East Timor.

“The Caribou is second only to
the Douglas Dakota  the airerafl the
Caribou replaced at 38SQN — in Air
Force service longevity.

END OF AN ERA: Above, 385N
crow, from left, WOFF David
Fares, FLTLT Chris Jaensch,
PLTOFF Matthew Smith and FLTLT
Natalie Pierobon, wth one of the
Carlbous that wil be retred at the
end ofthis year after 45 years
service. Phot: AC Vel Geen
'HELPING FILL THE GAP: Lof,
the B300 King Ak, which wil help
personnel 1o gain experience on
an airerat equipped with modern
avionics, a gass cockpit and
turbo-prop engines.
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