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Fact or fable: huntis o

Rumours of the burial
of war-surplus planes
refuse to die

TED STRUGNELI

I'T'S the Lasseter’s Reef of warbirds
a rumoured stash of mint-

condition Spitfires hidden under-

ground in rural Queensland.

Many have searched for the
legendary British fighters, reporl-
edly still in their crates and hidden
since the end of the World War Ll
around the Queensland town ol
Oakey, butso farnobody has been
abletolay claim towhatwouldbea
multi-miflion-dollar find.

They are the remnants of 656
Mark ¥ and Mark VIl Spitfires
that were delivered 1o the RAAF
during the war.

RAAF records show that 544
aircrall 232 of them Spitfires —
were flown to Qakev tobesoldtoa
scrap metal dealer,

Thal should have been the
ignominious end of arguably the
greatest single-place fighter ever
built, cestainly the most legendary
and romanticised. But was it?

Opinions vary on the mystery
and stories range [roma high-level
defence conspiracy among RAAF
officersto asingle leading aircraft-
man who hid or buried aircrafthe-
cause he couldn’t bear Lo see the
magnificent machines destroyed:

[f hidden aircraft do exist, there
are three main possibilities; they
are buried; stored in a hidden
underground hangar; or secreted
in acoalmine,

Not everyone believes they are
there. !
Toowoomba resident Laurie

Wenham, who was employed in
breaking down the aircraft prior to
melting in 1948, is sceptical there
are any planes.

“I do not belieye there are any
hidden aircraft and various ‘sight-
ings’ over the vears sere probably
parts or partial aircraft pilfered or
purchased as scrap,” he said.

But a lifetime Oakey resident,
wheo did not wish te be named,
clatms to be 4 reliable witness o
the burial site of five aircraft in
what may have been a trial dis-
posal near the old Federal Mine.

He did not see aircraft going
into the ground, but he saw con-
tractors digging a trench, and a
large crateinit.

The contractors claimed a
guarter of a century later to have
buried the aireraft but could notbe
contacted for this story.

ITowever, this was enough o
prompt Bungunya farmer and
pilot David Mulckey to launch an
excavation in 2001

This was the best search under-
taken,

It included aerial photographic
surveys retrieved from the
archives far the years before and
alterthe allegedburial, which indi-
cated substantial digging.

Late access to the eyewitness
and misreading of aerial suryeys
were blamed for the venture's
failure.

"“As soon as I arrived I realised
that we werein the paddock adjac-
ent to, not on, the correct site," said
Mr Mulckey, who did not have
council approval to investigate the
adjoining property.

That property still contained
evidence of digging and heayy lift-
ing. even after 60) years, he said,
and hisaimwasto return toat least

eliminate this site as a possibility.
More recenlly, another ex-World
War [l airman has claimed that
during an exchange of confi-
dences during an Anzac Day inthe
1950s another airman, and lifelong
{riend, told him he and others had
hidden aircraltin a hole in theside
of a hill near Oakey,

The underground hangar story
centres on reports of a squadron of
16 to I8 Spitfires, supposedly Mk
XIVs in crates, hidden in under-
ground slorage, with spares and
fuel, to be used in retaking
Quecensland in the event of a
Japanese invasion forcing a
retreat to the infarhous Brisbane
Line,

Believers of this theory say the
Mk X1Vs never saw service with
the RAAT' because they were
specially imported to be hidden,

‘I'his version of the story ap-
peared in the Royal Air Force News
in the 1980s and British authorities
thoughtithad sufficient substance
to send an RAF group captain,
wing commander and a technical
NCO to Oakey to investigate.

A more likely possibility is that
the underground hangar theory
developed in the telling and retell-
ing of rumours that a few aircraft
had been buried, hidden or dump-
ed in a disused coalmine,

There were plenty of opport-
unities todathis, becausethereare
numerous abandoned mines with-
in minutes of the airfield.

The number of aircraft and the
persistence of the stories from
disparate sources suggest it is
likely that some aircraft remain.

Private pilol and vintage air-
craft restorver Bill Martin, who has
possibly done more research on
this subject than anvone alive, he-

A Mark IX Spitfire al the RAA!

lieves some aircraft exist in som¢
form somewhere in the area.

Nr Martin has photographs o
aircrall in the disposal lines a
Oakey around 1945 that ook like
Mk X1¥3s, and has spoken to wit
nesses who had seen evidencetha
Mk XIVs may havebeenat Oakey
passibly on loan from the RAF fo
trials.

The RAF had asquadron of MI
XIVs in Australia for the delenc




n for buried Spitfires

MARKEMITII

useum; stories persist of the burial of Spitfires at Oakey

of Darwin and some of them could
have been at Oakey for mainten-
ance atwar’s end.

Other speculation includes the
possibility that a small number of
planes were fitted with classified
equipment and could not be sold,

A common way of disposing of
aircraft was to dump them at sea,
but what if one of the drivers used
his initiative to deposit his loads in
a mine to spend a couple of hours

in the local pub rather than on the
round trip lo the Brisbane
wharves?

Lester Reisinger, who has con-
ducted a number of searches, sub-
scribed to the underground
storage'theory.

“They're there, all right, under
the Oakey drive-in theatre,” he
said. An old mine, The Federal,
passed under the now-disused
drive-in and was the closest to the

[

‘They're there all
right, under the
Oakey drive-in
theatre'

1ESTER REISINGER

airfield. It closed m 1943 and two
separate sources believed one
driver was never away long
enough to make the round trip to
Brisbane.

Itwould not have been too diffi-
cult for one man to transfer a crat-
ed Spitfire from a truck to an old
mine wagon, using Lthe hand-
operated gantry for transferring
coal from mine carts to railway
wagons.

Mr Martin and Mr Reisinger
several times spoke to a man who
swore he had been inlo an
underground storage facility
containing wooden crates on rail
trolleys.

However, the witness could not
Lell whether the crates held com-
plete aircraft, parts, or something
else,

Both men believe the witness to
be reliable, but hecause he was
taken to the site at night by an-
other man he was unable to pin-
point a location, However, il was
only a short walk from the wit-
ness’s housein Federal Street, near
the mine of the same name.

Me Martin also had an aerial
photograph taken in 1945 clearly
showing the portal to the Federal
Mine still open, wilh rails, shiny
from possible recent use, going
into the tunnel.

The mine entrance was col-
lapsed in the 1950s by the
Jondarvan Shire Council, and the
same acrial photograph clearly
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shows large crates silting beside .
the nearby airfield.

Australian Army Intelligence
Jjudged these to be the size of Spit-
fire cratesybut they were not there
by 1948, The Spitfire was the only
aircraft disposed of at Oakey that
was shipped in a single crate.

Ultimately, there are several
possible motives, official and un-
official, for hiding aircraft

There were almost certainly
numerous apportunilies to doso.

Thercarealotof old storiesand
rumours, a lot of circumstantial,
anecdotal and highly speculative
evidence, as well as alittle physical

“evidence,

Thelivingwitness located so far
is testing a memory almost 60
vears old,

Iftheaircraftexist, sufficient re-
sources and modern technology
could locate them relatively
cheaply and easily, or at Jeast elim-
inate the most likely place — the
old Federal Mine.

Il is also possible the planes
have already been spirited out of
Australia, Recently, another wit-
ness claimed to have seen a ship-
ment from Svdney of three aircraft
removed [rom a hole near Oakey
in the1980s and sold for big money
in Britain. .

Either way, and like Lasseter's
elusive reef of gold, it remains a
riddle waiting to he solved.

Ted Strugnell lives in Toowoomba,
Queensland, and served 31 years in
the RAAF, in Auslralia and abroad,
and a further 21 years with the
Department of Defence. Anybody
who took part, or whe has
knowledge of, these or similar
evenls is urged to contact him al
eastrug@icr.com.aut.
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¢ GOVERNMENT INTERVIEW:
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"Good," says the interview

1
The guy says. 'In
declared me disabled, it doesn't

i "Sorry to hear about the damage.
4 Come on in about 10, and w

‘ hours are 8 o

’i The guy says. "If working hours
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THE SHORT
ANSWER
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interview for a job. The interviewer asks him, "Are you a veteran?"

n Vietnam."
service-related disabilities?"
\

During a battle, an explosion removed my private parts so they
affect my ability to work, though."
put | have some good News for you. | can hire you right now! Our working ‘

e'll get you started.”

are from 8 to 4. why do you want me to come at 107"

rnment, we don't do anything but sit around and

ur coming in for that."

coom T MENRY.

o hours. No point in yo

& aircraft

THE SHORT ANSWER
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RFC, 68 {Australian) RFC, 69 U{:fs'tas‘ e
iFC, 68 {Australian) RFC, 69 (Australian) RF
{Australian) RFC. The British updated th‘a)’ir bgd?(g; 1
ing in line with Australian nomenclature in 1818 :
Does the Air Foi 11 h Sriginal dat
Hege tm AT roe still have its original dactrine

The originai two-wolume set is held in the ADFA Library.

It wais a training manual ind {

Vs & training manual released in 1914 b

F:w_ng Gorps in which a number of the basis;ttzz:tgyg;
ahr power wWere recorded. In 1990 the first editior of
the Air Force's Air Power Manual was issued,
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three "A" Series. The first ranged
from A1 (De Havitiand DHOA) to A12

What was the first jet. andmpandvas :
P Lo A AT D) SR scrapped during Fe uary type, fo
aircraft that the Air Force gy, | by (Bristol Bulldog), the Secand bsgan
operated? ‘ , armfmre;arI numberf signitflying ilr)nszs)anu {&ang?g fr‘gm A é%awkzr
It was a Meteor F-3 , A77-1 EF427 Wha urigm' P A scparate aireraft of the emon) to A100 {De Havilland Lanada
— pictured right— and del‘wgred to] py ; stﬂ 9‘ the type. was proposed by QOtter), and the third started in 1961
: : nu 4 ' " Squadron Leader Percy  with Af (Bell Sivux) 10 the latest A3
[oBain, and accepted by the Air Board {Challenger). Numbers have been al-

No. 1 Aircraft Depot during May 1946.
The aircratt undertook tropical triais

at Darwin, where it suffered a fieaty followed by number that deno

The “A° (for Australia) designation, j accepte
the an August 12,1921 There have been

loca_tedﬁor"admmistrative PUFPOSES,
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RTFV/35 SQUADROK%:
A LSOCTATION Mt
The above Association has been
formed in Brishane and is seek-
ing ex-members who served
with RAAF Transport Flight,
Vietnam or RAAF 35 Squadron
from August 1964 to 1975 or
who had an association with the
above in South Vietham to join
our Association. For more
information please contact:
John Webster, Secretary/ Treas-
urer, RTFV/33 Sqn Assn, ¢f- 60
Glenmorgan St Keperra Q 4054
or Phffax 07 3851 2021.
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$500m to

create RAAF
‘super base’
at Amberley

AMBERLEY will become Aus-
tralia's lirst “super” air base
under a $500 million revamp to
be announced by the Pederal
Government today.

The spending spree will in-
cdude $3315 million to build
new -ommodation, offices
and fuelling facilities, and more
than $170 million 1o ready the
RAAF base in Ipswich for the
€17 heavy-lift aircrail,

It is understood the rumway
itself at Amberley will need to
be strengthened o accomimo-
date the heayier aircraft,

Defence Minister Brendan
Nelson yesterday said the re-
development was needed to
support Amberley’s growing
base population following the
arrival of the No, 36 Squadron,

and the planned relocation of -

the 9th Force Support Battalion
later this year and No.33
Squadron (Multi-Role Tanker
Transport) in 2009.

“RAAF Base Amberley is the
largest operational  air force
base in Australia and is one of
the key super bases of the
future,” he said.

Subject to parliamentary clear-
ance, Dr Nelson said work would
start next year, Member for Blair
Cameron Thompson said the
project would tum the air base
into the “biggest construction
site” in southeast Queensland.
Lachian Heywood

PLATAS

Upgrades
for state
defence
facilities

. Kim Sweetman

QUEENSLAND'S defence bases will
be ungraded, strengthened and ex-
panded under an Jong list of spending
initiatives approved yesterday-

Overall, the state’s bases will re-
ceive $2395 million for improve-
ments, including major upgrades at
Lavarack in Townsville and Enoggera
in Brishanc.

Across Queensland, the upgrades
will be made at
« Amberley, where the 9th Force
Support Battalion and the Multi Role
Tanker ‘Transport will be shifted and
the base’s truck enginecring services
will he improved.

To make sure the 9th Force Support
Battalion’s moye is accomplish
without problems, specialist [acilities
will be provided at Amberley includ-
ing  workshops, administration
puildings and vehicle shelters.

There will also be airfield upgrades
and the construction of basics such as
water, stormwater and sewerage. Con-
struction is expected to be complete
by the end of the year.

o Enoggera, with new and upgraded
facilities for the Tactical Unmanned
Aerial Vehicle Capability to conlipue
with completion likely eatly next year.

e Canungra , where mess and training
facilities will be upgraded alohg with
working accommodation and living
quarters.

The Kokoda Barracks will also have
their hasic infrastmchisre upgraded.

FLYING THE RAN AND RAAF FLAGS

As & naturalised Australian, who also served on
loan 1o the Royal Australian Navy {1 §70-1973),

| take great price in fiying the Austrelian National
Flag at my home in Kooralbyr,

Ay Australia's foremost nztional symbel, the
Australian Governmant encourages the Aystraliar
cammunity ta use and urdersiand the

signil canze of the Austraian Naticna! Flag (ANFL

For exampl'e, a!! schools are asked 1o ly the ANF

as ah important and recegnised symbol of our

country's democratic neritzge and waluss and the
government has directec that the ANF be flown
o its ouildings during nermal warking nGUrs...
However, special written permission must o€
obtared from the Minister of Defence 0 both
purchase znd fly the flags of the Royal Australian
Navwy (the YWhite Ensignl, znd the llag o the Royal

| Austraian Air Force [the RAAF Ensign), thess Two

flags gererally may only be floven from ships,
shore sstablishmants and miitary airfislos.

To fly them without special permission is a ‘ederal
offence with the associated penzlies. |t has been
chsanved that here in Keoralbyn, scme ex-service
membars are apparently unaware of these V
stringent rules regarcing the ensigns and in al!
prebability are unknowngly brezking the leders!
lzw by flying these Two ensigns.

Gordon Hunt
Kocralbyn



“Passing the Port”
By i Rodger (Hap) Pryor

“Passing the Port” is a Tradition enacted at dining in nights (Sergeant’s and Officers messes) and at
formal dinners where there are military overtones e.g. R.S.L. Organisations etc.

It is believed that passing the Port was derived and later refined from procedures that were used in
Olde England before Stuart times — early 1600's. '

The land owners or “Lords of the Manor” would call in their overseers periodically for reports on the
productivity of his crops, herds, etc., and for them to pay their rents and taxes.

At the ensuing feast, the wine (of dubious quality) would be passed from one to another in Gourds,
while ensuring that it not be allowed out of sight or to touch the table or ground.

This ensured that no one in the assembly could poison the wine and therefore gain extra land grants or
promotion. =

In Jacobite times — mid 1700"s- passing the port was refined somewhat, for official dinners and
banquets and the ritual of circling the glass with the decanter was a silent toast by officers who were
sympathetic to the exiled King Charles 1 who was languishing in France.

In more recent times, this is seen as a toast to lost or missing comrades.

The Port is passed after dining and the tables have been cleared.

A decanter of Port is placed in front of the C.M.C. (Chairman of Mess Committee — Sergeants) or
P.M.C. (President of mess Committee — Officers).

He then removes the stopper and without serving himself, passes the decanter to the person on his
left. The decanter then continues clockwise around the entire assembly (Stewards follow with full ones
for when the original one becomes empty) until it returns to the C.M.C or P.M.C.

He then fills his glass and replaces the stopper.

After a short time the toasts then begin.

The Port is always passed to the left although the reason for this is lost in the mists of time. One belief
is that it allowed the right handed people (the majority) to keep their sword hand free!!

Although it is strongly argued that the Navy were the first to implement “Passing the Port’, it has since
been adopted by all three services, as a tradition that still continues to this day.
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A Toast to our Women Y

<5

ladies and Gentlemen, in accordance with the time honored tradition, | would like to propose
‘& TOAST TO QUR WOMEN",

| have in my hand a glass of Port.

In England, hundreds of years ago......In medieval times, Warring battles were not uncommon, and
when the turmoil and fighting was over, their swords put aside,

It was time to eat.... drink.... and be merry. The drink of those times was a type of Mead.
Towards the end of the feast ... Goatskin bladders filled with this special wine like mead,
were passed clockwise around the tables.

Everyone paused. ... filled their cups, and remained silent.

It was time to reflect, of comrades killed in battle, Deeds of great valor,

And of those who supported their forces.

Great Toasts were made with this Red Wine like drink.

This ceremony has carried on for centuries in the highest of military traditions.

One of the many toasts that are made at such occasions as, “mixed” Dining in Nights is,

“& TOAST TO OUR WOMEN".

In later years, this wine was replaced by the Spanish, “EL PORTQO" or Port for short.
Today, drinking or passing the port is carried out at Formal Military Dining in nights
Today is no exception

We have toasted great deeds,

We have toasted absent friends

We have toasted fallen comrades.

We now drink to our wives,

Our women,

Who waited.... Who tended our wounds ..... Who supported us,
Who stood behind us in all our needs.

Gentlemen, pick up your Port.

| Toast ......ooovveen QUR WOMEN

' Newsletter August Edition 2010




CE:

m (5208.67 miles)
gas balloon Double
/

L. Abruzzo, L. M.
n, R. Aoki, and R.

2 November 1981
Nagashima, Japan to
», California

N A STRAIGHT

'h (222.9 mph)
Mil A-10 (Mi-24)
Karapetyan
september 1978
near Moscow

CEIN A STRAIGHT

n (907.7 miles)
Schleicher ASW 12
ns D, Grosse

April 1972

WORLD RECORDS: PISTON-ENGINED AEROPLANES

ALTITUDE:

17,083 metres (56,046 ft.)
Aircraft: Caproni Ca 161 bis
Pilot: Mario Pezzi

Date: 22 October 1938
Location: Italy

SPEED IN A STRAIGHT

LINE: ‘

832.12 km/h (517.06 mph)

Aircraft: modified North
American P-51D Mustang

Pilot: Frank Taylor

Date: 30 July 1983

Location: Mojave, California

DISTANCE IN A STRAIGHT

LINE:

18,081.99 km (11,235.6 miles)

Aircraft: Lockheed P2V-1
Neptune

Pilot: Cdr. Thomas D. Davies,
USN

Date: 29 September—1 October
1946

Location: Perth, Australia to
Columbus, Ohio, USA

ABSOLUTE WORLD RECORDS: AEROPLANES

DISTANCE IN A STRAIGHT

LINE:

20,168.78 km (12,523.3 miles)

Aircraft: Boeing B-52H

Pilot: Major Clyde P. Evely,
USAF

Date: 10-11 January 1962

Location: Okinawa to Madrid

ALTITUDE:

37,650 metres (123,523 ft.) -
reached transiently in zoom.

Aircraft: E-266M (MiG-25)

Pilot: Alexander Fedotov

Date: 31 August 1977

Location: Soviet Union

SUSTAINED ALTITUDE:

25,929.031 metres (85,069 ft.)

Alreraft: Lockheed SR-71A

Crew: Capt. R. C. Helt and
Maj. L. A. Elliott, USAF

Date: 28 July 1976

Location: Beale AFB, California

ALTITUDE FROM AIR

LAUNCH

95,935.99 metres (314,750 ft.)

Aircraft: North American
X-15A

Pilot: Maj. R. White, USAF

Date: 17 July 1962

Location: Edwards AFB,
California

SPEED IN A STRAIGHT

LINE:

3529.56 km/h (2193.17 mph)

Aldrcraft: Lockheed SR-71A

Crew: Capt. E. W. Joersz and
Maj. G. T. Morgan, USAF

Date: 28 July 1976

Location: Beale AFB, California




FREE TO THE TROOFS

No 75 Iiswed Daily

By The Australian Military Forces Abroad
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Interrupt Revels

GUAM, Thurs. — While US
troops on a small “island ofY
Okinawa were, celchrating the
Jap surrender, 12 hours afier L
the official mnoux\ccment. 2 Jap
suicide planes hurtied down on
the island.__. y

Japanese Forces anhtmg

for the
ht

Eager
first

‘Back From a
The Wars : M e ll l:kd }nne,
woundéd line Uu degk, of l.he

hospital ship, Oranje, when she
arrived at Port Delbourne. bring-
‘ing.wounded Australians and New
Zealanders’ back from . Eamgland,
the Middie East and Burma.—

3 . Sun Pie. A 7

any order to cease

made.

Japs Sllent On Order To

Send Envoy To Manila

WASHlNGTON Thurs.— The Supreme Allied |

Party Leaves

Commander (Gen MacArthur) hasreceived no

~ | reply from Tokio:to his. radioed order tothe

' Japanese Government to send an emissary
with full authorlty to mgn the terms of surr-

Austraha To
Retrieve PW’s

CANBERRA.—A party of Aust-'
ralians has left to assist In the re-|
habilitation- of Australian PWs and
internees in Jap hands.

Many of them in the party &are
mates of men taken by, the Japs in
“1942. Some hud escaped. Yrom Timor
and Singapore and all have first-hand
xnowledae of the Japs

Thelr job will be to arrange the
speedy rescue of Australlan PWs in
Singapore and Malaya- However, the
return of these men Wil not be /s
soon as somne prople expect, A great
muny will need -hospital treantment
and it -would be unwise to shitt them
noeme  too quickly, Arrangements
have been completed to receive them
at hospitals in the north. Once thoy
_are rendy to return they will have

{
)
'
1
]
|

the highest travel prlority.

List Jap War Criminals

ender.

IT ¥S UNDERSTOOD, HOWEVER, THAT THE JAP SUR.BENDER

| DELEGATION WAS TO LEAVE THIS MORNING.

Gen, MacArthur ordered’ the
emissary to fly in a specially mark-
'ed plane to an island near Okin-
awa, where he would be transfer-
red to a US planc and flown to
Manila. e

Gen, MacArthur's HQ M: Manila 1s
in constant radle touch with a-Jap
statlon In Tokio, He ordered that
the Jap emissary be accompanied by
officers representative of the service
chiefs and that the emissary carry
the full authority of the Emperon
He told Japan that he would dlctah
Lhe termms of surrender,

Proviously he had radiced an cracr

to tke Japs to cease hosulme.s lm-.

medintely.

As the Allles walted for the next
move from Japan, Toklo radlo sald
the people were calmly awaiting their

LONDON, Thurs. — The War Crimes | fate, confident ‘In the knowledge that
Commiszsion has begun preparing a ! the gun Always appeared .from behind

long list of Jup war criminals.

|a dark c¢loude The broadcaster, said

RAID FLEET AFTER SURRENDER

GUAM, Thurs,—The Japanese had attacked the combined Allied
fleet off Japan after Tokio had announced the surrender, sald Admiral
Nimitz in a communique thig afternoon,

* Britain and American warships flying wctory und “oease fire” flags
phad to go into action. They shot down’16 planes.

Attempting to --splain Japan's defeat, Baron Suzuki, who is carry-
ing on as Premisr {or a time, s:nd J‘lpan « difficulties began with the Ts

capture of Saipan.

there were no aizn.s of emotlon.

The Chlnese have named the hesd
‘af thelr Mlilitary Board a3 the Chung-
Xing representative on Gen. Mace
Arthur's staff.

A Chungklng snokesman sald
Chinese troops would participate In
the cccupation of Japan. Meanwhile,
a dispute has developed between
Chungking snd Communist HQ in
icentral China-as to who should take
over certaln provinces from the Jape,

Petain’s Fate In
De Gaulle’s Hands

PARIS,. Thurs, — The fate of
Marshal Petain is in the hands of
Gen, ‘de Gaulle, the man who
was sentenced to death in absence
by the Vichy Government, Petain
on Tuesdiy was sentenced  to
death by a jury, but the court
recommended life imprisonment,
Gen, de Gaulle, as Chlz! of State,
will decide,

LATE NEWS

- RANGO@ON, Thurs-—British Com-
mand in Barma trying to establish
direct- ¢ontact with the Jap com-
manders to arrange swrrender of
their forces, -

- Manchuria
“ nd Burma

WASHINGTON, Thurs.—Japanese’ fo,rees,
im Burma and Manchuria have not receiyed

ations and have

fired on British and Russian forces. =

Only explanation from Tohio was that it had
not been possible. to contact, all Japanese forces.
No indication was gwen when contact could be

- SPEAKING FROM \{OSCOW THE RUSSIAN CHIEF- OF-STAFF
SAID - FIGHTING . WAS CONTINUING IN MANCHURIA AND
WOULD CONTINUE UNTIL THE iﬁ?ﬂNEbE L:\ID DOWN: 'l'llElB

A .

‘The Alligd" COmmander ?
Asia. (Admiral’ Mountbatten)*&a ?
the, Japanese had
planes and British ground force.s
He had Issued the “cease fire"
.order and his troops would not fire
unless they were first fired on by
the Japs,

A Domel broadcast. said the BEmn-
peror had issued orders to all armed
forces to ceass hostilities Immedl-
ately, but added that it may take
days before ‘the order reached the
front-lize on lslands and In moun-
taln aresns, The Oovemmcnt would
issue a communique soon.

While waiting for the Jtps to lay
down thelr srms Red Army troops
converging on the central Manchurian
rail centre of Harbln overcame Jnp
registance, .

The Jup radlo sald it would do Its
best to make sure there was no fur-
ther viclation of the surrender, but
asked the combined fleet waiting off |
Japsn not to approach too close to
the coast until the sumnder was
effected.

Bomb Falls Near
British Carrier

A correspondent on board a Brit-
ish carrier off Tokio said the cease
fire slgnal was about to be hoisted
soon after the official announce-
ment of the surrender when a
bomb whistled down from ~ no-
where, 2

A smoking plane then hurtled
down And hehmd it a parachut.mz
pllot

British naval pilots were over Tokio -
when the cease fire” was glven, They
turned for their carrlers and were
immedialely attacked by a squadron
of 12 planes. They shot down- 6,
i probrbly shot down 2 more and
| damaged the others,

US pllots were attacked ahout tho
samé time and some US planes were
lost. Tke men on the carner to
which they belonged did not. cele- -
brate victory,

A Domel broadeast Intercepted o~
dnoy said the BEmperor had criled on
one of the princes to form a new

1 Cabinet.



CAPTURE JAP

Fined For Singing
- In Rail Carriage

! o
"ADELAIDE. — Under a new
“Rallways by-law it is an offence
to sing in a SA railway carrTiage.
First to be charged -with (he
offence i3 an 18-year-old halicaste
aborigine, Terrance Proctor Wilson
of McCiaren Vale, who was fined
5/ at Adelalde Police Court for
haying sung & song in a raliway
carrlage at Goodwood railway sta-
tion. Detdctive-ingpector Hea-
derson, who prosecuted, sald the
song Wilson was  singing wasn'L
obscene and no complaints had
been made by other passengers in,
the compartment,

GRACIE FIELDS °
AT TOROKINA

| TOROKINA, Thurs, - QCracie
Fields and her husband, Monty
Banks, arrived at Torokina,

_ Bougainville,  yeslerday afternoon

oo the first stage of Gracie's battle-
qield tour. She travelled from
Townsville in a special Lodestar
manned by an RAAF crew. :

She was in time to attend & special
vP-Day thankszlving service at.which
the GOC Aust Corps  (Lt,-Gen.
Savige) read n special address. QGracle
caug the Lord's Prayer at the service
whiclh waz nttended by more than
30d0 men, sagme just back from action.

Gracie il isit the 106th CCS and
the 271 Aust General Hospital. She

and her busband occupied Gloucester.

Mouse, 8 thatched two-roomed but
built. fer the Duke of Gloucester.

Cigarettes Worth
£2000 Stolen H

SYDNEY.—In Sydney’s bigzest
tobacco robbery, thieves took 460.-
000 cigarettes, valued at approxi-
mately £2000, from stores occupied
by the Netherlands East Indles
Government, in Gardener’s Road,
Mascot.

Police Investigntions show that the
thieves made 2 trips In a car or
jorry to take their booly away.

It Is considered by the police that
an immediate attemapt will be made
to dispose of them  on the black
yonrketl.

Poll Shows People’l
" ‘Want Price-Contro’

. CANBERRA., — A recently held
Gallup poll reveals that all States,
with the possible exceptlon of Q'land,
favour the - continuance of price
rontrol.  However, many fayour & 3=
«ar perivd instead of the 5 years
asked for by the Governmens.,

Asked Lf they wnanted war-tlme

prices to contlnue to prevent rises
- ir. wages and costs, 56 pc voted yes,
27 pc no and 7 pc undecided. How-
cver, n percenlage of the 56 pe
wanted conirol for only 2 or 3 yenrs.

TONIGHT’S PICTURES

BOOMERANG. —Lost In n Harem
{Abbott and Costello); Coloured
Cartoon, Y AR

" LOST

EHIRT. §.8.. mkd. J, Thompson, contg,
money, bLetween old weapon pits
s#nc an air-strip on route 4. Re-
turn T.C.R., ¢/o T.T.

WALLET, contg. personal papeéers, ete.
Left in truck Sunday. T.C.F.,, cfo

T.T.'
. ‘"FOR SALE

MINTATURE CAMERA, With <case,
¥3.5 "Radionar™ lens, Compur shut-

|

Friday, TABLE TO

COMMANDER

PX. 17 August, 1:45

ON MOROTAI IS.

MANILA, - Thurs.—Rafed _the highest ranking. 'J,npanese cap-

tured in the area, Colonel Kisou Ouchi, commanding officer of the:

Japanese garrison on Morotai
caught by a daring American pa

Quchi, a lanky Japanese Junker
trained officer, is 40, has been 20
Morotal since January, 1946,

Typical ‘Texan Harry Johnsen,

general commanding the 83rd US
Division, told a. palrol, "Bring him
back- alive—wewant him.". The
patrol located the Japanese HQ
in the heart of Morotal and at-
tacked, yelling to the Japanese tQ
surrender or be killed, i

‘I'wee Japanese mn for it and an-
stker’ Texan, Lieut.-Col, Jack C.
afnckenzie, divisional operatlions offic
or hot down the first, missed the
“sconé and shot the third. The
three en fell to the ground, the
second  feigning ° death, © Mackenzle
melled R rat, and had himyDited

! from the mud where he lay between

the 2 dead bodles face down !n the

uze, barefoot and clad in rags.
“Where's Ouchi?'' demanded Mac-

xonzie. carbine in hand. The *dead

man'’ stumbled 10 hig feet, snnpped |

~¢ attention.
hiy breasl, bowed and repiled inm ex-
cellent English: "Kili me, I
Colonel OuchL"” .

The putrol told him he was lucky
—Qen. Johnson watted hhm brought

folded his hands on - deepe

Island in the Halmaheras,
trol in a dashing raid.
military academician and a highly

was

Yeéars in the' Japanese army nngl on

less, IIe was manifestly relioved at
the news he was to be spared,

Landing from.a boat in an enemy
occupled ares, the American pasrol
shint pne Jup on the beach, left him
with foods and water and cut their
way through 3 miles of dense jungle
for 2)% deys. Once he located Lhe
Japanecse HQ,. Mockenzie placed his
men with meticulous care, sarrounds-
ing the camp. The Japanceo, mean-
wlhile, quite unguspecting, were ohop-
ping wood within 25 yards of their
guns, one of them waiking less than
20¢, away from Miaj. Mayer.

Lows; then. for 5 minutea poured
In five from topuny-guns, carbines
and rifles And threw gréeondes, They
kilied 9. Japanese,. and some who
escaped were wounded. .
One of those who escaped macda o
: rate attempt to kil .the puard
{who was holding Ouchi. He was al-

i ready wounded in the stomach, but

viclously attacked the American. who
lpromptly shtot him dead.' Anocther
|wn= shot fmmedintely. There were no

|Barton at the

The. party held thewr fire for 13:

Boxer: Charged;
Forged Coupons

SYDNEY. — Ronald. Heron, 24,-
professional pugilist, one of 5
¢l with conspiracy, told Judge
Quarter Sessions:
that his ring earnings in the past
121 5&? 18 months amoumted to

Asked by Judge Barton to name
some of his opponents, Heronxr sald
he had fougkt Tommy Burns and
Jeck Danlels, respective lightweight
chumplone” of Quecnslund pnd Vie-
toria, ¥

Those charged with conspliracy, Im
additlon to Heron, -are: Abraham
‘George Drindley, 42, sollcitor;  Rob-
ert Cecil Marlborough, 30, indus-
trial chemist; Richard Gabriel Reilly,
a5, electriclan; Willlam James Sedge-
wick, 44, cuglneer. All have pleaded
‘not gulity. :

“ Cross-examined by Sir HMenry Man-
ning (for the Crown), Heron said
that while pollce were searching his
'room in Viectorin St., Klng's Croes, on
iJenuary 8, Det. James produced
| parcel containing forged ration cards.

Heron sald that ke had mever seen *

the cards before in his 1le, bui told -

the police they were his ln ovder to’

‘shield a girl named Mary Richard--
aon, who was in the room when the
police called, (Part heard).

5
RACING BAN MAY BE LIFTED
Present restrictions on norse racing
in NSW would probably be ftod
after a conference between the AJC
and State Government in September

in_ asiive. Ouchl wis enlirelyvscathes | American casualties. N 1 and AJC. officlals said yeclerday.

=B ———T T - =
The banking William Jehn

legislation passec r",—..“ Allen, of Kal-

by Parliamenl 80 4
during the pres- ph@g
ent session Is ex= >i. ,
pected o be gaz- A
etted today,. and to come into
operation on Monday. The Bank-
ing Act regulates all forms of
banking in Australia. 5
Queensland Railwnys expected n
jces of £1500000 on the ourrent!
yvear's working,
representative O Malley)
told the Ifdustrial Court. He was
jepiving to claims by thd combined
rnilWAY unions, for margins cxceed-
Ing - the Increases cecenlly grauted. ”
My John Symonds, &0, Pine-st,
Hobart. wos admitted to” Royai Hohnrt
Hoepital suftering (rom burns Lo the
arms. recelved when a primus stove
ecxploded. Hiz conditlon 18 critical.
A4 man who alleged that a workmate
bouzht hitm &- quarter ghare in &
caexet ticket for some work done,
and Lhcg} got it back by a trick when
it won Yirgl prize, clalmed £I1000 of
the prize money n  the Supreme
Court &t Brisbane. He was William
Leo Younyg, electrleal mechanic, of
Fairfield. who broughl san  actian
aralnst P Nudd, crane driver, af Ascot
{Piarl. heard). i
The huilding by Hrisbane Council,

-

subsidised by the Queensland Gov-|christ,
ernmens of homes for old people is!

tn be recommended Lo .the council!

by the co-ordination commities. ;

IPRAYS FOR

A woman Salvalioh Army major praye
in the main street of Condoblin (NSW).
a4 shilling from each, announced thal she

for conlribulions and on receiving
wadq better at prayer than cadging,
ritizens lnoked on and paiilicians
their hats.

Masquerading as a doctor and n
Heutenant-cammander of the Royxsl
Navs. Berwyn Rickaby. 27, nn fixed
ahode. obtained board and Jodzinyg
at 2 -house in East Perth nnd Victoria
Park. In 1ke Perth Palice Coust
Rickaby was szentenced tc 3 months
gaol for wvagraney. On  a Jurther

Lcharee of having committed bi

My

der. speeds 1 gec. to 1/300th. 16 exp. ' &t Victorin Park on July 24, Rlcxeby

en 127 flm. Apply D, c/o T.T.

wae remanded. .

the Commissioner’s’

in the middle

goorlie’ (WAY,
is a man who
packs a punch

The ‘Ifibcnl Party jotended to dis-
‘band-all unncessary boards and com-

missiens, and reconstitute essentipl
opes, Mr V. H., Treatt, MLA, s=ald
At Cabramatta, Sydney. He - sald

necessury boarde would be reconsti-|

ed chairman with equal producer and
consumer representation, \

Dr Phifllip. Jacobs Alpers, of Greens-
121t road, Linden Park (SA), was fined !
£4 In Norwood police court.for hav-|
mmg [ailed to give a signal st least *
100 ft, before making  right-hand
tuen dn onooecar at Marralville on
June 9. ! ' !

tuted by appointing a producer-clect- | .

i % like the Kick of a
mule, On the night of August 2
he floored 5 men, a couple of them
twice, When he faced 5 charges
of unlawful assault, he was sent-.
enced to a towl] of § months' gao
by the magistrate.

Partially destroyed by five 4 years
Ago the South Casino Hotel has sinee *
been  jocularly known 85 “'Charcoal
Inn,” because of the charred state
of the..bullding. Mr Berry. the
Iscensing maglstrate, now has agreed
Lc an application by the licehsee for
permisslon to qt\nnsc the name tar

*"Chargual Inn.' S

'RACECOURSE FOR HOUSING

Residents of the Esscndon (Vic,) municipality are determined to secure

' Aseot racecourse for housing. 1f the
first petition of more th

at Ascot, A& further petition of 10,000

A Sydney man who was granted a
decree nisi against his wife hecause
of her non-compliance with & restl-
tution oarder. satd her wardrobe Wos

valued at £1000. He s Thomas Gil- I

40, master mariner, of Double

Eay, who peLittoned  auainst

mrerly Wheeler,

POLITICIANS ~

d for the welfare of 4 Labour MLA's
She hnd approached them Lo ask

She began to pray while Condoblin's
of the street removed

A motor cyclist who entered the
Nurwood (SA)  DPollee Courk  on
crutches as 2 result of injuries sus-
rained in a colllsion with a tramm at

arevatvible . v May 25, wos  fined
? hecauge be fadcd to zive WAy to
tyam. ‘The rider, Kenneth Wil-
Turmer, of the Parkwaw. Ten-.

kad been n Roysl  Adelriae
n’1pl with a brexen 1z and cther
sertous anjuries.

the
1inm
Lok,

State Government falls to act on the

an- G000 signatures. asking that racing be abolished

signatures will be presenled, >
] The SA Tourist Bureau Diroptor (A-
J. Baker) will vislt England ehortly
to Investigate =all phises of tourlse
activity in Britain, and will see what
steps should be taken tTo encourage
tourists to. SA. ..

The SA Governor (8ir Willoughby
Norrie) told Sonth-East peopls ul the
big welcome .to him that his brief
;¥lgit there had already convinced
yhim tkat Mount Gambier and the
lalsmct had a wonderful future,

i Forty-six township names have been
'sliminated from the official map of .
the West Torrens (SA) Councll area,
Many of the sub-divisionnl names
cwere little used, and the SA Nomens=
~clature Commilles hss now approved

Mrs |
Dorothy Josephine Gllchrist, 44, for-!

the reductlon of township names
frem 66 ta 20, -
P Chinese merchant  scaman,

'enarped under the Merchant Shipping
VAct with continueo disobedience of
‘a Jawful command, was scenlenced to
‘4 weeks' paol by Mr Mohr, PM, in
the City Court- The dialect
epoken by Wong Ah Sing, the de-
fenénant, made the terviees of 2 In-
LoLprelous DECEsE .

men -

“
a .
'
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n Was Poised

'

3

- For Massive Invasion
ﬁANGOON, Thurs.—British forces in South East Asia were about

to launch a massive invasion when the Japs accepted the surren-
der -terms of the Potsdam declaration, revealed the Commander:

in Chief SE Asia (Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten).
Now, he added, his troops would. have the tremendous job of clearing - Malaya,

Burma and

adjacent islands. These areas would have to be occupied, Allied PWs and intérnees released

and Jap garrisons rounded up.
Admiral Mountbatten said he
had ordered the “cease fire.” His
troops would not fire unless thay
were fired cn by the Japs.

to ensure their own safety,

Correzpundents say that for months
Admara) Mountibatlen Lad been
painestakingly prepacing for rhe 1ib-
eration of MalayR mnd Singapore. He
was ‘anxious to under:.nkc 1.6 CEM -
pRiga he had been prevented froin
Irunching when the cr projrascd
him were diverted to Eurooe for the
invasion of France,

After congralulating 8ris'sy frrees
in nhis command  Admiral Mouuthat-
en  yesterday paid wibuts to 1S
rasal. army and air commandels wao
had held posts in SEAC. 3

In & messapge Lo Admiral Mouul-
batten the King sald that for nearly
2 years nhis forces had sustained n
campaign ‘whick had tested. the =glll,
daring and courage oOf every inan,
and to which no paraliel could be
found. In the history of the war.

10 Years' Gaol
For Wite's Death

MELBOURKE. — Harry Ernesk
Mills, 31, miner, of Wontbaggl, who
was found not guilty of murder,
but guilly of manslaughter of his
wife, Linda Marian Mills, 26, on
March 20, was sentenced to 10
years gaol by Mr Justice Macfar-
lan in the Supreme Court yester-
day. He shot his  wife with a
Winchester rifie. :

His defence was that the rifte had

wone - off accldentally whlle he wasz
lesting 8.

The judgs said Lhe verdlct meant
the jury wis satisfied that Mills had
hot intended to shoot his wife, bus
that he had been guilty ‘of criminal
negligence.

hen |
they would merely lake preciutions |

SGT. RATTEY, VC, hero of Bougainville, yal
Martin 2lz

Gettz‘rbg Back To
‘Pre-War Living | .
WASHINGTON,. Thurs—The |-
firsi steps have alrcady been
taken ln the great task:-of re.
sloring the nation to peacetime
conditions. - Censorship &f the
press, radio and international
communications has-been lifted
and petrol restrictions ;| can,
celled,.  Rationing  of 'Inany .
foods has also ceased, bt meat
and- fats will- be’ rationed. until-

£ ns witii” hizgh officers a't a.- ACF lunci-hour rally T
ce, Sydoey., From left: C-in-C DBritish Fleet (Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser); Sgt Ratley;
. Cel Marsh, US Army; Capt. McLaughlin, Royal Navy.—~D. Tele. -

stocks are built up. Shoes are
also still rationed. b \

in

KINC;’S* TRIP TO OFPEN PARLIAMENT
IS TRIUMPHAL VICTORY DRIVE

~ LONDON, ‘Thursi<The processiont of the King and Queen to Westminster for the'state open-
ing of Parliament yesterday was, in fact, a world victory drive. Countless thousands gave the

Royal couple ‘a tremendous welcome: as they drove through® the streets in their carriage, the King "

BRITISH TROOPS
SERVED IN CHINA

CHUNGEKING, Thurs! — Jt can
be disclosed that groups of British
iroops have- been operating with
Amcricans: and Chinese in . some
parls of the Chinese theatre.
They have also been . partly re-

spansible for the tralnin f
Chinese Lroops. § At

KING APPEALS TO EMPIRE
TO MAKE PEACE ENDURE

Pire must make sure by the actlon of
e -peace }hag had been so hard-won was
ing in his Empire peace broadeast last
It was o this great task, he suid,‘ r.i-..r A
g
themselves, He knew he would not! m

LONDOCN, Thurs..—~The Em
every ren and woman that th
not passed 2way, said the Ki
night.

that he asked the people to se

call in valn,

“At this moment,” he added, "Il
weould ask you Lo remember those
who hsve Inid down their lives, or
who have epdured the loss of thiose
they Joved. I would also ask you to
remamber Lhe suffering of those In
the hands 21 the enemy or those who
Lave had their lbomes overrun,”

in these davs of celebrating the
vepple - should not be blind to the
future, he declared,. Men and woinen
cveyywhere were now turning in-
ductriously to the task of rebullding,

Making special reference to  his

b

ri‘bjects in Japanese hands the King
Eald. “the Quemn and rmysclf have

muht
VRN
The King wis introduced "to Lhe
npire by o Lancashire sergeant, who
had just returned from’a Dritish 14th
Army ugil in Burma. .

In’ &

Lcangtantly of ‘you in your

speclal © message to  the
Supreme  Allied Commander  (Gen.
MacArthur) the King ssid: “Ycur

miltitary skill, dauntless courape and
nspirec  leadership have won. you

universal estecm . Grest succese has
crowned your efforts.”

In & message to the US  Pacific!
Nuval C-in-C tAdmiral Nimitz) the
KIng expressed hls ndmirntion for the
vnewerving resolution and. suprame”
“KILL with which kis camipalgns had
been conducted. - - It was a source
of price that the Britlsh Niove hua
played i part under Admiral Nime|
1tz's Inspirinzy  Jeadorship,

! vnoke to the crowd.

cwere formed up outside T

. in the uniform of an admiral and the -Queen in blue. . - y

Buckingham Palace and the route to Westminster were-the focal
points of the Immense London crowds which thronged the belflayged
streets by day and the. floodlit streets by night to celebrate peace. -

‘Thousands of revellers sang and
danced outside - Buckingham Pal-
ace, ‘'They .included Australian
servictmen. (b . .

Throughout the day sofhtid night the
King and Queen, sometimes sccom-

_panted by ‘the Princesses, appeared on

the balcony of Buckingham Palace,
Viheri in response to continued shouls
of "“We want the E'ng." the Kinu
and Queen sppearcd shortly alter the
King kad broadcast to -the Empire,
they received the greatest weleome
ever zccorded them, ol

The Princesses mingled ” with 1the
erowd oulside the paiace and vwased
when Thelr Majestles app?aved om
the balcony. - . .

The Klng recelved the Prime Min-
reter (My  Attlee) and = Jater
Churchill; Both were zlvén 4 rondig
welcome ns they arrlved and Icft the
Palace. ' 3

As the crowd was looking for fréah.

excitement, a Car drave tbwards Lame-
Jeth carrying & high-vanking Cifleer
wearlne 2 beret. The crow i succed
townrds Lhe car and the famillar frce
of Fileld Marshal Montgomery appear-
ed at the window. %

As his car could 20 no further Field
NMarshnl Montgomety ecol out ana
He was on his
wiav to recelve the Frecdom of Lam-
beth. When he eventually
it took the mayor 10 minutes to force
g wany Inte the nacked hall.  Field
Marshal Montgomery . smiled and
waved continuously.

The night's revels cont
ecziy this murning, when

fnugd unt’d
b GUurFs
wny stic-

Mr,

tlons.” Many, howaver, could not get
home and slept in the parks, e

In his address At the State open-
lng of Parliament the King snid. his -
Government intended ot the earllest
pogsibie moment to ratify the United
Nutions Charter, nationalis€ = conl-
mines, and control the Bank of Bng-
jand, It intencded immediately to imi-
plement socisl legislation already;ap-
proved and bring-about’ the reallsa-
tlon of - full, self-government for
Indin. ' The housing problem -would
ba treated with the utmost urgeney.

WASHINGTON, Thuri. — Cons'v=
crable damage has been done by vie-
tory revellers in many parts of 'the
US. In San Franclsco alone £20,000
worth of damage was done last night,
Considerable damage was also report-
ed In London, i

i SECRET NAVA

BASE DISCLOSED

LONDON, Thurs.—The existence

arrived !

iof another secret naval base was

‘disclosed by the Admiralty yester-

-shortly after Jupan's entry

- succeszin),

day.
16 was bull

t In.the Cocos Islands
into the
war und 1t was bullt in a hurry,

Apart from naval use It has also
been used 83 an RAP. base and stag-
ing aren between -Indla and Japan.
It ls blg enough to be used by the -
greatest airliners. i g

The Japs tried to zhell' the. base
on only one occaslop, and weré un-



L Py

101-Gu nv igto.ry_

Salute On Borneo

BALIKPAPAN, Thurs.—Manggar and Sep ping-
. gang airfields, near Balikpapan, which sirgveeks
-ago heard the thunder of the Australian Army,

today reverberated to a 101l-gun victory salute.

“'In the jungle areas inland and sabout victory, and use that -same
along the . coastal sectors from the manhood to build righteous and last-
western side of Ball ing peacs. B o

; k from the first

“Men who came bac

kpapan Bay to
the most distant . - { World War in 1819 said- in

eastern areas,. if
‘troops attended °
“unit. thanksgiv-
ing services. :

THe service at §
Divislonal HQ was

effect,

to someone eclse to bear the burden
and govern the country.' But '.t.hg\ fob
was not done. Nelther "I >eut ! Job
done today, The lessons of war must
be carrled into the bullding of. the

attended by Ma].- peace, sald, - 3

Gen. . J. Mlil- ¢ Padre C, W. Cunningham, assisted

ford (phato). by Padre G. Smyth, conducted Holy

Commander of 1 Mass and thanksgiving for peace and | 8

tk: Seventh Dive victory. at Divisional HQ.

ision, and s The 101-gun salute was fired by 2/1

staff. ) Corhposite AA Regt -eommanded by
Using .as his = Lt.-Col, A, N. W. Hitcham, of Mos-

text the fourth il man, Sydney., No. 4 Heavy AA BLy,

verse, second under Major J. H, Donaldson, of Gee~

.leng. commenced firing its fgll com-~
plement of 3,7's &t 11 am. The shells
were fired out "to sea and burst in
the air at & height of 10,000 feet at
30-second Intervals, Fifty-two of the
shells were fired from Manggar. where
Australinn Infantry and artlllery had
knocked .out heavy Jap guns in. one
of the many actions which made this
victory possalble. 2 X

Subject to m

echapter of Isalah
*They shall beat
their swords Into
tlesir  spears In pruning hooks,”
Midre D! L. Redding snid swords and
- gpears were weapons of -war and
pioughehsres and pruning hooks dm-
plements of peace, Swords and spears
spoke of destruction, ploughshares
and pruning hooks of growth snd
development, but the metal was the
some, It was for us to take the|requirements, toduy and OITOW
manhood that God-gave us and had| are being observed as holidays the
been used .80 unstintingly to bring Seventh Division ares. < €

JAP WHITE FLAG AWAITE

ploual:shirca and

I
(=]

Inimum maintensncs,
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arbour Searchlights'

‘We've done our job, now It Is . up,

Topped

A round-up of ceiebrations in ail
States revealed that the most bril-
liant scene of all was the mass
scavchlight display- over. Sydney.
Harbour. Myriads of lights cast
refiections ' in. ‘the harbour, while
searchlights from Allied warships.
and shore defences punctured the
sky, forming a halo of light.

More than 150,000 people crowdac
.fo the shores of the harbour to watdh
ahe display while snother immelsc
throng gathered in the Domaln for
co unity singlong .and dancing.

gers embraced, axchangd pgreet-
lngs and X i{n- goy AbAndon as
the celebrations rose to thelr highest
pitch. : -

The focal centre for crowds in Mel-
bouras wes the Town Hall, while
thousands . packed. into - Albert’ Fark
to ses & freworks display organised
The streets wera choked
f laughing and singing

by the Army.
with magses o
people.
When. th A
revellery 1cft the strests they were
walkings-ankle deep In. paper, -By
mornlng street cleaners Tad restored
order. . . St ST S
Huge crowds continued to fiood to
Brisbane ..on ‘' Wednesday night and
sang and danced in . King George's
Squere;. City 'bands added. to- the
revelry. N %3 ;
the day~ passeq. the tempo of
celebrations in Adelalde rose’ until a
seething man-w;nthemd ‘in the

e ldst of ut.he. Melbourne { (xr

Celebrations

CANBEERA—THE TUMULTUQOUS SCENES THAT BEGAN ALL
OVER AUSTRALIA ON WEDNESDAY AS SOON AS PEACE WAS
DECLARED ROSE TO A CRESCENDQO AT NIGHT AND CONTINUED
UNTIL EARLY YESTERDAY MORNING.

Races and foolball Oxiures were
held in Sydney yesterday, but not in
Melbourne. Many peop) went for |
?l::lxslcs or attendod private celebra=
1 2y

Canberra was deserted 'yesterday
after the celebrations of the previous
day. All Government. offices were
closed and many officials drove Into
the country for -picnics,

Police nllowed' plenty of Iatitude but
order prevalled throughout the Com-
monweaith,

Jap Bombardment
After Peace News

WEWAK, Thurs—Until the Japs
lay down their arms it cannot be
said that the war has ended for
Australians in the Wewak area,
Eight hours after a signal flash of
the war's end was received, the

Japs shelled and. mortared Brandi
plantation and Mandi, E . of

ewak.
. Australian artillery at once.replled
With & heavy 25-pounder barTage ox-.
tending far into the night,
JAfter days -of patient walting the.
men jeceived the surrepder news
quietly. In frontline positions men
dug In deeper in preparation for Jap
:rll%t'lnt’ };_‘a:'mﬁlnz _t:ctlcs [ch the
3 ad. pursued on viou
nights, 2 : S oy %
* -More Japs have wandered in durlog
but the main

TOROKINA, Thurs.—General opinion is that & Jap envoy. bearing |, ; ; pist few days,
e e on DRSE of sptey troope on Baugalnsie i sppeat "5 ol s vt f PR it ik of o Bk
day. . ustral party \de. Mivoe River umtil’ duvsk . gun - Ap’ Melboyrne-yee t 2 4
fast night but the Japs did not appeat. Y e e d.ny.' 33 oneonadaat s S e ﬂn:tl f:,:‘,’“f‘.’:,”;;“t,';‘:;’;,, ?’“-'goh:ﬁl:.._ a

“-However, this is not thought to
indlcatc‘)me Jap intentipn to fight

s

AINING NIGHT |

“ATAX"

N _FORM IN SYDNEY |

. on, as pamphilets ordering Lieut-
Gen. Kanda to send an official to - : .
Shining Night, one of Sydney’'s be
the Mivo wire were not dropped |e,eny at Canterbury, Sydp’ey, yesterday.

until about 11 a.m. ye;.terdaf'. e
Jap HQ is several miles below the
Mivo.
. There was sharp fghtlng at scyeral
other points in Bougainville, Between
50 and 60 Japs ¢lashed with a Papuan
imfantry patrol near Kingorl and 12
were killed.’ About 190 well armed
Japs were reported near Kingorl but
they offered no fight and. were not
molested. B
Amazing scenes were witnessed on
ihe southern front after the surrender
announcement was picked up by madlo
sets In Australian Matllda - tanks, D
‘Onmapeny of 15 Bn wus manning the
Mivo ford sarea, and although the
Japanese were only & couple of hun-
dred yards away, they skied Lhelr
nats and whooped like Red Indlane,
The Company Commander, Major
G. Strom, of Bendigo, immediately
eset up R llstening post only 2 few
yards from the Mivo force, with a
tommandlng view of the area through
which a Jap envoy probably would
pdvance. A friendly Jap serving with
the Austra’ans then broadcast ‘to
Kuanda's men through powerful loud-
spenkers, calling on them to cease
hestilities. R

Hi Mark’s Close Win

Starting at 6 to 4, Hl Mark beat
Craftsman by n head In the main
event at Albion Park, Brisbane. yrs-
terday. Adoration was third. Rep-
shot, who would have started a hot
tevourlte, wns scratched. Otrer wine
ners included Middle Ages (7/2).
Merltor {2/1). Wise Oain (2/1).

Night- was heavily backed down to
Closest finish -of .-the day -was
in the Clissold Handicap, in which

best to beat Grand Prodige by a
head, with Twice Royal a head
away third. s

Jockey W. Cook- rode 3 winners—
Lisp, Gay King and Mt Howlitt
Results— . ;

St Fa

and ‘Simmeri
morroy.

_ Tre meeting 15 belng held tomor-
row Instead of° VP-Day (yesterday)
Acceptances -

Morong Malden Plate, 6f. -First Div.
(1.45 Aust, time).—Alerlc, Antanas,
Blank Spec, Osastle ' Hill, Coroman.
Dervish, Ethics, Plg Leaf, Gerpnimo,
‘Hoyle, Kimbolton, Luminary,:" My
Bachelor.  Orehestral, Phar Wing,
Reveille, Royal Banner, Star of India,
The Sledar, Vino, B.T.

Morony ‘Maiden Plate; 6. Second
Div. (2.15f8—Anstey, Bindoro, Cable
News, Comparigon, Demaratus, Ed-
ward Jehn, Bxcelsis, Four Freedoms.
Hand Grenade, Kerry Flynt, XKing

Pnrdra'z, Prince Charles, Royal At-

Windsor Laddie, 8.7, .

Allsa Hcp,, BI. (2.50).—Old England,
¢.1: Durzee. Navarto,7.13; Leryhen,
7.12; Hersward,.7.10; Big Shot, Gay
Hpn, 739; Keep Smiling, 7.8: Ban-
kurs, 7.13,

Wholly set up and printed by
1 Aunst Press Unit, ALF

the promising Gay ‘King finished |3

since spelling, is expected to.be too solid for the ¢
ng in the Tulfamarine

Onsr-=, Mardl Gras, Omonin Square, |-

temnt, Scotland, St. Orkney. Timpal,

Tt 4 P
THREE-YEAR-OLD NOVICE HCP,
| (colits).—MT. HOWITT - (9/4), 1;
Strathfield (33/1), ¥; Bobnlc (10/1),
. Scratehings: Yalts, Siuma, Stunz,
Sergeant Major. : ; 2 5
THREE-YEAR-OLD NOVICE (fillles)
—LISP (5/2), 1; Volley -(5/2), 2; In~
veat (3/1), 3.
. THREE-YEAR-OLD NOVICE (Sec-
ond Division) —CARENOT (20/1}, L

- §T. FAIRY LIKELY FOR M.V.

, who won brilliantly at his last start which wa

s his first
lass horses, Counsel

Handicap at Moonce Valley to-

Tullamarine Hcep., 8. (3.25) —Coun=
gel, 0,8; Bt. Falry, 8.7; Simmering, 3.3;
Evidence, 7.9; Approve, 7.8; Codiesl,
7.5; Lunar Lynx, 7.0, .

Ngarveno Highwelght, 10f. (3.55)—
Rvidence, 10.5; Pickway. 912: The
Trapper, Kindervale, 97; Paranva,
8.5: Camouflage, 83; Reynard. 812;
Eclle Patrol, 8.7. RN <

Plenty Malden Plate, 6. (4.23).—~
Amourctie, B.2; Ayah, Hon-Bihl, Dame
Dorrie, Donetallo,  Dual Entrprise,
Early Love, Ericeen, TFiylng Moath,
Puturia, Gélden Emblem, Lpdy Wyn,

\

Macedon Hep., 6. (4.50).—Drum
Net, 9.11; Kintors, 8.9: New TYorker,
Reperlo, 8.6; Ava, Minanslaes, 7.6
Atidaclty, Valline, Whizbeau. William
Tell, 7.8: Attlce. 7.7; Labrador, Mount-
Joy, T.5: Tady Magnus, 7.4, Ironheart,
73; - Cerrucs, 7.2: Kindergorld, Ben
Hope. Coat of Arms, Terracena, Bold
Scout. T0. . ‘

i

Land Star, Morocain, Mintbine, Dur- |
alis, Panes, Rosewood, Trlumph
Wayuni, -~ 5

st handicap horses, returned to form in the STC Handl -
In 2 good finish, 'he ‘beat Wellesley and G“nu:t‘ cap, maln

Shining

Lilibet (9/2), 2; All Crag (3 :

CLISSOLD STAKES, & oAy KmvG.
(5/1), 1; Grand Prodige (9/2)' 2:
Twice Royal (12/1), 3, Scratcktngs:
gi’r‘-.Nelth, Star Gold, Vermell, Recka
5.T.C. HCP.~SKINING NIGET (7/4)
1; ‘Wellesley (5/2), 2; Gaunt.lle?( //1].
3  Seratchlngs: Cordale, ¥ire Chat. *

THREE-YEAR-OLD HCP, — CHAY-
TOR (6/4), 1; Don Glovannl (7/1), 2
Souvenir (7/2), 3. V

WELTER HCP, — FIRE CHAT, 1;
Phlilgita, 2; Davinla, 3. ' No prices
evallable.  Scratchings:  Gauntlet,
Lord Kapal.” '

Balmain”Enters
RL Final)Four

Baimain  entéred the final four In
Bydney Rugby League's competition
by beating North Sydney 9-5 yester-
day, Bolh tearns were equal ln points
in fourth place and the match was.
‘played to declde which team should
contest tke finals,. /The other fin-
alists are Enstern Huburbs, Western
Suburbs and Newlown,

The NSW Rugby Urlon tgam to play,
Q@ueensland tpmorrow has mrrived In |
Brisbane and will. have a run this
miorning All players are fit. ,
/The -Mclbourne footbell draw for
tamarrow J5: League : Geelong Y.
Eesendpn, Richmond v. Carlton, Col- -
lingwood v- St. Kilda. S. Melbourne
v, Pilzroy., N, Melbourne v. DMlel-
heurne, Feotscray v. Hawthorn. As-
=octation:, Brunswlek 7. Willlsmatown,
Prahran , v. Sandringham, Srighton
v, Port :Mglbourne, Coburg v. Oale-
felgh, T ’




12. Tokyo Airline

The Japan couriers

While the POW airlift was happening, Australia assembled a
regimental Army force of 5000 men with Navy and Air Force
support to join the Americans, British and other Allies in a
five-year occupation ol defeated Jupan. The Australian force
had to have a mililary air service supporting it from its
homeland. First flights began in a self-generating kind of way
by flights of 36 and 34 Squadrons from Morolai to the Philip-
pines extending by the end of 1945 through Okinawsa to Japan,
They gained some frequency in Lthe early months of 1946, flving
to Iwakuni on the Inland Sea near Kure, where the Common-
wealth Occupation Force had been installed. The water{ront of
Kure, a city backing up large Japanese Navy installalions and
shipyards, had been almost wrecked by Allied bombing. Un-
touched Iwakuni was next town south on the Inland Sea coast
after Kure and for the fast Tokyo-Nagasaki express trains,
Lhen called '‘Bullets', now Shinkan San.

No. 37 Squadron was flying couriers from Melbourne to
Morotai via Darwin when the war ended and 38 Squadron was
flying three a week [rom our Brishane base, so thal a loose-
ended air contact between Australia and Japan came into
being. 38 frequently Hew through-flights from Brisbane to
[wakuni and Tokyo as well. The squadron had then 20 C47s, 250
airerew, 800 engineering and barracks stafl. We occupied the
whole of Archerfield Aerodrome and its superb, former US Air
Force. engineering facilities. Squadron Leader Ron Cornfoot
AFC, a veteran of the RAAF Hudson squadrons in the battle
for South Fast Asia in 1942 and commander of 38 from late
1844, went back to ‘eivvy street’. | followed him into the
command chair, which privately we both knew used to tip over
backwards very easily with a little encouragement, not only
unexpectedly but intentionally at times when we felt an upset
would simplify the course of an unwanted situation. We sat
very gingerly through serious sessions.

Those early postwar flights by several squadrons doing their

126

own thing, flying their sectors and schedules in their own ways,
while they forged the origing of an air link with Japan
constituted an untidy arrangement that meant, more or less,
o]l change at the borders’. A flight to Japan involved some-
thing like the border changes that dogged passengers on
Europe’s early Orient Express trains when some countries ran
the service through their sectors and if they did not have
trains, took the passengers by road.

There was no way that individual squadron flights would
encure the continuity or frequency that couriers would have to
gustain to the Occupation Force. Air Board commanding the
RAAF consequently established an integrated and managed
airline which would have Lo be military until Allied occupation
settled Japan deeply enough into peace to allow civil airline
entry. The Board recalled 36 Squadron from its island stations
to the mainland and disbanded 34 Squadron, which had been
through the Borneo and Philippines campaigns, on Morotal
since March 1945 and was worn in equipment and morale. 34’s
nelwork had linked Morotai eventually with Biak and Noem-
foor Islands, Manila, Palawan, Leyte, Mindoro and Borneo. 33
and 35 Squadrons also were disbanded,

Air Board then formed 36, 37 and 38 Squadrons in April 1946
into a co-ordinated 86 Transport Wing, gave it Schofields Air
Base near Syvdney and a task Lo establish and operate the
world’s longest twin-engined air courier service, three Limes a
week Lo Japan for two years. Two couriers a weck were
scheduled to Twakuni and the third to Tokyo. lwakuni courier
crews spelled there for three days and Tokyo crews had a week
in the capital. By having maintenance teams at [wakuni and
Darwin, and exchanges of aircraft at those points, through
schedules were flown unbroken. Each incoming aircraft went
into maintenance and its overhauled predecessor continued the
flight with the load exchanged.

Croup Captain R. F. M. ‘Red’ Green DSO, Red because his
name was Redmond — his hair was black — moved into overall
86 Wing command. He was permanent Air Force, a man for all
occasions, with a fine record. Wing Commander David Vernon
DSO, went into household command of the base. The squad-
rons' ground erews were integrated into a special maintenance
squadron. Each flying squadron kept its identity, aircraft,
airerews and commanding officers: Sgquadron Leader C. C.
‘Hank’ Henry AFC in 36, Ken Selby Brown AFC in 37, myself in

38. We had our own squadron Flight Commanders — chief
pilols in effect and our own operational and training
127




Lo New Guinea. The squadron quickly proved to the Americans
Lo be a consistently elfeclive transport facility. A close rela-
tionship developed with the 5th US Air Force, which loaned
the squadron an initial five DC3 aircraft. They were the first
DCIs to enter the RAAT and preceded an inflow soon afterward
of new C47s. The new aireraft multiplied 36 Squadron’s effice-
tiveness. They flew daily to Moresby throughout 1943 and 1944
and achieved spectacular flying results in all Allied-held battle
arcas of New Guinea. The squadron’s commander was one of
pre-war Australia’s senior airline captains flying Douglases
and Lockheeds, Squadron Leader G, H. ‘Harry’ Purvis, AFC.

A special detachment of the squadron’s crews, aireraft and
servicing teams was based at Moresby's Ward strip for most of
1943, Tt flew aircraft daily to the forefront of the highland and
north coast fighting lor Buna, Milne Bay and Moresby, After-
wards it flew constant support when Australians and Ameri-
cans pushed back the Japanese along the north coast or left
them trapped in their garrisons as the campaign hopped past
them.

No. 35 Squadron formed next at Perth, Western Australia,
with Fox Moths and Dragons, It flew regionally throughout the
State and to Darwin and completed the opening quartette of
transport sguadrons.

These squadrons’ flying with C47s rather than their initial
makeshilt aireraft began Australia’s singular air transport
achievement in the war with Japan, and after.

The four squadrons were followed in mid-1943 by No. 37
Squadron, formed at Melbourne, and No. 38 at Richmond Air
Torce Base, NSW. Both had to settle at first for Lockheed
Hudsons and Venturas, aireraft not really suited for military
transport, They were re-equipped with C47s in Qctober 1944,
Cornfoot and | were posted into 38 Squadron from 36 with the
new airerafl.

The start of war in the Pacific caught Australia unprepared
in the air as indeed war caught every democratic country
unprepared. Democracy, which is about peace, stood Lo be
caught whenever aggression came along. A philosophy loosely
spoken of in the Australian squadrons was that 'we always lost
the first battle and won the last,” a thought from yesteryear
that would be a kiss of death in today’s nuclear age.

The measure of Australia's airlift for the Allies along ihe
Pacifie’s bloody path to peace was in its total of 4.9 million
tonnes that the six C47 squadrons ultimately transported. They
flew for 120000 hours in the last year of the fighting, as an
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illustration, and covered in that time 32.2 million kilometres,
most of them in the tropics, with a fleet of 120 aireraft. An
average 1800 fighting men were flown somewhere daily over the
total lift. Another 8.3 million kilometres, 33000 tonnes and
3550 passengers were added to the figures in the 'ﬁrst two years
after the war while the RAAF flew regular airline services to
Japan.

In the squadrons we gave little thought to these !,onals as
they climbed, except to strive for peak results. Our inlerests
were in the areas we lew, in the airlifts and in the air power of
the enemy. We were not able to see the m:xgni‘c‘ude of .Lhe.
transport effort going on nor to realise the extent of the ;’\I}les
new-found strength, even when il turned the tide of battle into
advance, We saw that things were moving in an overall sense
and that the Jap was being pushed back or trapped and we saW
real signs by mid-1943 that he was disappearing from New
Cuinea skics while we.were flying in greater and greater
freedom. The weather over the longer distances became our
enemy as much as the Japancse had been before and we knew
that there were battles still Lo be fought with both. The demon
weather was what much of RAAF transport flying was about. T4
cost us more aireraft and killed more of our men than anything
elsce.

Military operations and air routes that the C47 squadrons
Hew in Lhe late months of 1944 grew by Spring of ]945 Lo
encompass Australasia and the Western Paciﬁt‘: and far into
Qouth-Rast Asia. The squadrons had won their spurs after
{lving their early years like groomsmen walking t‘}_m horses on
the outskirts of the main RAAF effort. They had lived then by
their wits in comparative Dickensian poverty, more suﬂ"mjed
than encouraged except by those Americans in conlact with
their fiying. Since the war, the squadrons have gone on and
becoms a support force fully integrated into the Air Foree
operational equation. Their role will undoubtecll'y c'xp:md as
the technology of Australia’s defence advances. Wartime ocea-
aions repeatedly illustrated what semi-integration meant to us.

('47s averaged 10 supply-drop sorties a day in the mlgnd New
Guinea fighting before and after the Japanese were driven oul
of Wewak and on Bougainville in the Solomons. The drops
were Lo the batlle lines, often to Australian patrols in enemy
{erritory. While the transports dropped [rom 150 melres, RAAF
combat squadrons bombed the enemy 250 metres away. The
same ground fire came back at both, The hufnbers flying was
Jogged in combat hours, top status, the C47s" hours were non-
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THE LAST ORIGIMAL *MERCHANT CAPTAIN K2YIN
CS DOMNMELLY®

MOTOR YE35¢EL
- UKRAINTY .

1E"

[ used to be employed at The Harbour & Marine Department,
Maryborough, Queensland. However, in 1969 [ resigned from this Department and built
my own Landing Barge, to be the first landing barge carrying vehicles to and from Urangan
to the northern part of Fraser Island. However, one day I was loading my barge at
Urangan when a person walked up to me. As I had loaded the barge and tied it up to the
jetty, he began to talk to me. He was a nice person to be talking with, he introduced
himself as Jack Guyder and asked me about Fraser Island and did 1 know where a
placed called "Mackenzie's" was located as he and his Army friends from the "M &
Z" Force Association were trained there before going to War. [ answered Jack and said
"Yes, I know where MacKenzies Beach is- located, Why don't you come aboard the
barge and I will point out the Jandmarks after I have taken off the vehicles at Fraser Island™

Jack came on board and during our conversation on the barge he said "I would like
to get all the Australians over here who were with me in "M & Z" Force Association,
and some of the boys who were training for particular War Ventures on the motor
vessel "Krait" belonging to "Z Force. Jack continued, "I can certainly get hold of some of
the old boys, and I'll sce if T can arrange a trip over there to "MacKenzie's" 10 see our old
training area’. I then replied to Jack "I have a cargo truck and I would take all the men
over to Fraser Island at no costs on the barge, but I would require petrol for my truck"”.
Also I added, "I'm not sure what date we are talking about, when we could do this trip,
but I am sure it would be sometime in November 1969".

However, I left all the arrangements to Jack Guyder,

During the year when [ was carrying a cargo truck on my barge (called 'Tbe
Waylily') which in Island language means "Laughing Waters", [ had a contract to supply
cargo and fuel to Orchid Beach Resort where [ would motor my barge up to Fraser
island to Wathooba Creek where we would take our loaded truck off the barge and
drive across the Island to Orchid Beach where I met Sir Reginald Barnswill, who used
to be another "Z" Force old-boy. When I informed Sir Reginald that [ had been
approached by the ."Old M & Z Force Association” Secretary, Mr Jack Guyder, he said it
would be a good idea if [ could drive up the beach when I bring them over to Fraser Island
and they could come to his Resort to see him and have a drink,

During 1970, 1 was again contacted by Mr Jack Guyder who informed me he
had arranged for about 30 of the Old Members of "M & Z" Force trom ail around
Australia who would fike to do this trip. They would arrive on a special charter bus
from Brisbane to rendezvous with my barge for the trip to Fraser Island sometime in
1970. 1 think it was about mid-Winter when all the final arrangements were made. At
approximately 0900 the bus full of old Commandos from "M & Z" arrived at
Urangan Jetty at Hervey Bay. They all stepped out of the bus and walked down the
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said "Aw, come on, you can  give me more than that". My reply was "No sorry, you can
ask our Father here". He then turned to the Father and said “Father, what about $5.00?"
Father then said "No, Kev will give you the $1.00, and 1 will help you by giving you
three Hail Marys". The disgusted seaman walked away, it was the talk of the Union.

Later on, eacly in 1976, I was still Master of different ships on the Barrier Reef and
"The Commandos" with a foreign going Master came up to Cairns for a reunion with
the "M & Z. Krait Force" at The House on The Hiil, where they trained during the War.

My wife and I were invited to an Official Party in the Main Town Hall and then
later on to a Dinner Party at The House on The Hiil. itself. There Jack Guyder and
Friends were all speaking together with me so I invited a Nongegian, an ex-
Commando, (o join the crowd. Jack and his Commando Mates thought it was great to
meet up with an Overseas Commando who was delighted to meet follow Australian
Commandos.

All the talk that night, was that the Commandos and their wives were looking
forward to going on the 'Krait' for a run over to the Barrier Reef I had an ideasol
walked over to The Board Chairman, Mick Borsey, whoem 1 knew, and said "Mick,
what about giving your Million-Doliar-Boat a run s0 the Commandos would have a
good trip". Later on during the speeches, Mr Borsey said "I would like to loan my boat
"The Halvaston" to the Commandos, wives and friends, to go over and wvisit Creen
Island and The Reef'. Mr Jack Guyder accepted the offer of the Million- Dollar-Boat
and sincerely thanked Mr Mick Borsey, Then Mick said “You will be well looked
after, our Kev Donnelly will be your Captain”. (I was CAUGHT ané had to take the
job).

Next day [ went with Bert Jensen who used t0 run the Harbour Beard Boat, and
stayed onear him. When on the "Halvaston”, a fellow off Krait' asked us if we knew
where there was a spare prop . That night, Bert who s a good diver, gota spare prop
for the 'Krait' and evervone had a good time zboard the "Halvaston” the following day.

As T arrived in Brisbanc 1 was approached by Mr Jack Guyder to atend a
Special Meeting in Mr Bill McLean's Clarence Corner Hotel Lounge, in 1982, At the
meeting, there was a Mr Doug Burns, a "Z", and about another six peopie whem 1
did not know. The people there asked me if I would be interested in being the Captain
of M.V, Krait'. My reply was "Yes, I could handle it, a Great Honcur®. Not only that, 1
could have some relieving Captains for the whole visit of 'Krait' also. 1 don't know if I
would become Captain, as you will have Army, Nawy, smail-ships Captains and
Admirals, whe go for Captain of 'Krait', Then Jack Guyder spoke "Now we know you
are interested, we will find out how all the other States feel about you being Captain, We
will know within a2 month”,

A month later on, I was again approached to come to Bill's Pub where the
Secretary Mr Jack Guyder said, "I would like to read out all the correspondence from
the Australian Commandos - they all agree that you, KEVIN DONNELLY,
become MASTER of 'Krait', '

[ thanked all the Commandos and then added "I have been in touch with two
other Caprains who would help in the navigation of 'Krait":

No. | - Mr Robin Fraser an ex-Navy Captain of a Queensland Tourist Vessel,
No.2 - Mr Ray Mills, ex-Navy Captain of Queensland Tourist & Cargo Ships.

These men are two very good Captains and Members of the Merchant Service
Guild, We would be in charge of 'Krait' from Tweed Heads to Maryborough and return, In
1982 [ was taken down by car with Frank Croning, one of the Engineers, to take over
the 'Krait' in the company of the "M.Z." Secretary, Jack Guyder and "M.Z." Force
Captain, W. McLean. When we arrived at the Council Whart where the 'Krait' was
tied up, and got out of Jack’s car, he gave us some white 'Krait' T shirts to wear.
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wharfand came aboard my vessel where [ was introduced to them. The TV people from
"Today Tonight" accompaning us

They were going to do a film on this reunion and their trip to Fraser Island. When
all the people were on board, 1 took my barge into the vehicle loading area and loaded
the vehicles which were to go to Fraser [sland. We sailed out of Urangan and
unloaded the vehicles and then sailed down to “Mackenzie's" at Fraser [sland. [ unloaded my
sruck and the Commandos unicaded themselves. Some of the boys ranup off the landing
barge up the beach; and the sand dunes. Then two of them saw an old steel tank on the
beach, walked up to it and inspected the tank and said "Boy I didn't think I'd ever get
back here". They then made camp and my eidest son, Michael and myself anchored the
barge and rowed back to shore, and joined the "Z" Force men in their c’ﬁmp. After, as
we were all sitting around the camp lire, [ heard some very exciting stories about what
they had done during the War and how they had done the parachuting jumps into
"acKenzie Lake’, and taken "Fold boat Cances" and carried on their practice and war
activities up the Mary River,

A couple of them rowed up to Maryborough, broke into the Army Store etc etc
and left notes saying "Z" Force have been here. Also some of them decided they would
raid an American Destroyer anchored off Fraser Isiand, They did this and helped °
themselves to the food on board and left a note "Aussie "Z" Force has been here,
keep your ship more guarded against the enemy” '

[ met a Chinese man, Mr J Sue, who spent & lot of time during the War behind
enemy lines, giving reperts to "Z" Force. There were some Ccmmandos con the (rip,
Captain Bill McLean, Jack Guyder and Horrde Young off the "Krait", also Morris
Berryman off the "Krait’, Captain Bill Dwyer, and Arthur Jones . They were all enjoying
themselves indeed.

After our night camp, [ put the Commandes into iy truck and drove around
Fraser island, we went over to the beach, bul did not have enough time or enough low
water to drive up to see Sir Reginald at Orchid Beach. So after showing the
Commandos over Fraser island and the ship wreck 'Maheano”, we retuned to
"Mackenzie's" and then ‘all aboard my landing barge' to return to Urangan. All the
Commandos went ashore to their bus and decided to return to Hervey Bay to visit the
RSL. Club for a few drinks. When the bus driver wanted them o go home some of
the Commandos sat in front of the bus and would't move untl 2 focal policeman talked
them into boarding the bus.

In 1971, 1 happened 1o abtain a Cargo contract from Amagraze (¢ carry prawns in
the Guif Area. So I moved with my family into Cairns then sailed my barge to Cairns and
then took the barge to the Gulf of Carpentaria to the town of Kurumba where 1 carried out
my contract during the Prawn Season. After that [ went Barramundi fishing, Later on,
[ sold my barge when in New Guinea, returning to Cairns where 1 became a partnerina
Shipping Company where I was Male on the Ship in charge of Cargo Loading and
Discharging. This ship sailed frem Cairns to Thursday Island fortnightly.

One of the times I shall never forget was when I was loading the ship in Thursday
lsland and I used to carry a lot of gear and things. Father McSweeny came down to see
me and [ gave him some correspondence [ had in my cabin which I had carred up from
Cairns as a goodwill gesture for the Church, as [ used to carty many things in my cabin for
the Church of England, Salvos, the Matron lrom the Hospital, etc. [ arranged I would
meet Father McSweeny in the Torris Strait Hotel when we had finished unloading and
then loading on cargo.

Later on, about 5.30pm I met Father McSweeny in the Northern Pub, and we were
having a couple of beers when up came one of the seamen, Gossy. He said "Hey Donnelly,
can vou loan me some money" and I replied "No, sorry, all I can give you is $1,00" and he
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I was glad I had not brought my Captain's uniform down with us, As we went
on board ‘Krait' [ was introduced to several people who were all dressed up in their
‘Coast  Guard Uniforms', they looked like Queen Street Sailors. Then | placed ail my
gear  on a bunk downstairs. The Krait was tied alongside a whar{ in a Terrible Manner,
neither fore, aft, up-stream, or down-stream. So [ went out 1o speak to a seaman saymg,
"When [ take 'Krait' out I want you (o let go, Forward Line First. then Aft Line. Please
don't touch the Main Soringer as [ will go out ahead on it and when we are out from the
whart [ will come astern and let Springer go" His reply was "Kev, thatisa good way to
get out". Just then, a fellow in full Coastal Guard Uniform arrived very cocksure,
"Donnelly, [ am taking 'Krait' out, it is N.S.W. Waters" 1 began to talk to this Pommy "]
am taking over 'Krait' for The Australian Commandos 'M.Z.". He said "I Know you are a
Full Master, you are taking 'Krait' out in escort to the Queen’s Ship Britannia', I am not, we
wiil change over at sea”.

My next advice was "If you take her out be careful of the planks sticking out
from the wharf, you couid damage the Ship's Aft Awning". Then Jack came over to me
and said "Let them take 'Krait' outside”. Frank, the Engineer said "Kev, you will have to
sing out loud to me when you want to speed up etc elc, as we have NO SHIPS
TELEGRAPH". So I repiicd "Alright, you can have her tiil we get outside". His reply was
that he would let their Engineer take over and I answered "Yes Jack, [ will do
whatever you require’. So then I went a walking, and stayed on the Aft Deck, 'Thea Bill
Cockbill took cver, I should not tell you what happened. He let go ALL LINES at
once and 'Krait' RAMMED into the planks that were sticking out from the wharf,
damaging Port Side Awning,. then slid past the wharf. I could not believe it.

As we proceeded over the Tweed Heads Bar and out to sca, about six miles, Mr
Bill Cockbill came 0 me and said "I would like you to sign the 'Krait' Log. My reply was
"Alright and T also want you to sign where vou damaged 'Krait' when you were trying to
'SAFELY" get her from the N.S.W. Whart' this morning". At last he did sign the Log.

As we were on our way up the Queensland South Coast, we passed the South
Coast Beaches: at that time the Life Savers came out in their rubber dinghies and surf skis
to escort the Krait' on her voyage up to Brisbane. At Surfers Paradise, out came a large
speedboat with escort people aboard. And now being Captain of Krait' [ slowed down
and this vessel came alongside and we were able to see Mr Brian Cahill and these friends
wanted to shout the "M.Z Commandos" a few drinks.

So I stepped 'Krait' and they delightedly came aboard. The M.Z. Force
Commandos were very pleased to see Brian Cahill, they had a couple of drinks with him
and then e sang some songs for them and then placed on some Army singing tapes,

This went on for about halt an hour The two Army Vessels came up ncar
‘Krait', one Army Landing Barge on the Port side, and then an Army Tug Boat on the
Starboard side. I turned on my 2-way-radio where [ was speaking to an Army
Captain Ted Fisher who was in charge of the escort of 'Krait'.

We headed along the northern side of Stradbroke Island up to the Point Lookout
area, where we proceeded with the ships through different passages through the rocks
and reefs and headed up towards Cape Morelo These were some  short cut routes
which [ knew. Then we came in on the western side of Moreton Isiand for a good
night anchorage where the Army Barge came alongside of us on the Port side and the
Army Tug Boal came in alongside on the Starboard side. | informed the Mate of Krait' to
contact the Captain of each vessel to run their anchors Fore and ARt so we all would have a
good nights anchorage. Later on [ was very pleased to meet the Captains and Crews of
the two Army Vessels, and we all had a few drinks and chat,

At 0600 hours next morning we proceeded to Brisbane with our Army Barges
as Escorts. When we were coming towards Fishermen's jetty we were able to see a
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number of waterside workers and "M.Z, Commandos" waiting for the Warship 'Krait' to
come in and we were able to hear a number of bands playing in the background.

WHAT A WELCOME TO US ALL.

Just at that time, afler we had taken aboard the Comumandos and a few
waterside workers who were Commandos during the War, and some small
property and businessmen aboard 'Krait', [ was informed to travel behind 'Britanma' in the
escort of 'H.M.S.. Torres’. As I was steering 'Krait' along the Brisbane River I founc I
was unable to hold the ship as she was going to Starboard AT ALL TIMES and
could possibly hit the 'Britannia’. | informed my First Officer Fraser I was going to inspect
the steering of the ship and going down to the Starboard side of our ship [ found there were
businessmen standing on the wire and chains of the Steering Deck. Informing the
men who were concerned THEY MUST KEEP OFF THESE CHAINS at ail times,

I proceeded back to the Wheel house and again within 10 minutes the ship began to
go to the Port side. We couid not controi the steering, Going outside again, I explained
to the people concerned they would be much better off going forward than stancing Aft
where they were now. Passing by one of the Commandos. Mr Ron Bariner
(nickname is Butch), he said "Kev, you are having a bit of a rough-trot”. "Yes, [ can't keep
these men from standing on these Steering Wires and Chains". Butch had a good reply,
"Don't worry, [ will handle this situation myself"

After entering the Wheelhouse I could hear these remarks "Now listen all you bioody
fellows here, keep off the Chain and Steering where you DONT BELONG. If I catch
any of you bastards on top of these chains etc, I don't know who will be the first bastard
to GO OVER, but I will throw the bloody lot of you overboard, MY NAME IS
BUTCH"

Martin Clancy, the Engineer, was standing next to me in the Wheelhouse and we
couldn't stop laughing at the famous words of Butch, We proceeded up the river and
went over to the Royal Yacht Britannia' and all the Commandos and businessmen
thought they were going to be given a FREE DRINK off the 'Britannia’, but they were in
for a big shock, the Government Pilot Boat had just come on the Ships Radio, and
informed me that the 'Kraits' position in Brisbane was to go up to 'HMAS Morelon' at
New Farm and moor  alongside the Naval Patrol Boats at the wharf. Later on we went
up to The Naval Officers Club where everybody was talking azbout the BUTCH
BARINER and THE EPISODE (until he walked into the Club).

During the, week, Captain Ray Mills took over 'M.V. Krait' and on board there were
a few members iof the 'M.Z. Commandos' relations. Also Mr Martin Clancy who was
relieving Mr Fran Croning the Chief Engineer Ray departed with a party to wisit
Bribie [sland and later returned to 'H.M. A S. Moreton'-pius a few Brisbane River trips
the following day. At the end of the week, Captain Robin Fraser tock over this position as
relieving Master of 'Krait'. The next step, the "M.Z. Forces" old and new, departed on at
'HMAS Moreton' and went down to Moreton Island tc Readers Point, Later on in the
day they proceeded to Redcliffe and Scarborough and tied up '‘Krait' at the main Jetty

[ proceeded to Scarberough to the boat harbour to take over 'Krait'. Also on board
was Clancy the Engineer, R S.L People from Kuranda, Mr G Ritchie, the Mate, the
President of the Geebung R.S.L. Mr John Mulgrew, Inspector Carl Farrah of the
Queensland Police, Bill McLean, "M & Z TForce" Secretary Mr Jack Guyder, Butch
Bariner and a few other Commandos. We departed  Scarborough — with  Captain
Donnelly proceeding through a short cut via Pear! Channel, out to Cape Moreton, then on
the NW. Channel. Mr Mulgrew then tock over as Navigator and we proceeded
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outside Bribie Islund and Caloundra and arrived at Mooloolaba, at 4.00pm and tied up
to the main Yacht Club Jetty,

That night we were all invited to a Yacht Club Dinner where the Commandos of
'Krait' were able to mix with the Yachting People. Later on we all went back to bunk on
'Krait' and to say 'Hallo' to Inspector Farrah who stayed on-board 'Krait' to care-take. We
also noticed that some fowers, wreaths, etc had been purchased and laid on different
bunks. However, we were informed by [nspeclor Farrah that he had to do 'some duties'
while we were up there greatly enjoying ourselves. Unfortunately, three people had boarded
'Krait' without permission and Inspector Farrah had to "order them off ship”,

At 0800 next morning we all proceeded in 'Krait' outside  Mooloolaba
approximately five miies stopped the engine on 'Krait' as informed by "M & Z" Secretary
Jack Guyder, the Commandos and people on board standing beside him as he prayed
and they distributed the flowers and wreaths across the waters on behalf of the Rimau
Operations with 'Krait. 'We then proceeded further north to a popuiar fishing spot
known locally as "The Gardinier Banks'—the boys tried to catch some good fish.

We had been fishing there for five hours and the weather was becoming
"Troublescme". 1 spoke to the Secretary "My Barometer is rising, and [ don't like this
change in the weather. Within the next hour we had best proceed to pass over the
Wide Bay Bar which is known as a very rough bar". As we proceeded I informed the
Engineer (as we had no Ships Telegraph) "When we reach the rough area I will let
you know what speed to give us by hitting the deck with a hammer". This would mean
"full speed ahead". As we headed towards The Bar [ had the Mate distribute the Life
Jackets to everyone on board, the fifteen people, five go FWD, five MID and Five AFT
and to stand-by, wearing their life jackets.

Then I contacted the Engineer to stand-by the engine as there were some very
big waves behind us.  As we proceeded in over The Bar a very large wave hit the
Starbeard side of the Ship causing it to broach. Immediately, with the hammer, I hit the
deck. This caused the ship to go "flat-out", and run with the waves into the calmer
area of Tin Can Bay.

The next day I had a discussion with the Members of Hervey Bay Boat Club,
They had brought their boats ail the way up to Tin Can Bay, which is the end of the
Sandy Straits. Some of the boys recognised me from my landing barge days at
Urangan in the 1970's and we all agreed that some of the 'Krait' "Z Force" men could take a
run in  their speedboars as we knew they would be safe under the control of the Hervey
Bay Beat Club.

[ would have no problems controlling the 'Krait' in Sandy Straits. We arrived at
Urangan at 1600 hours (4.00pm). Lots of people were standing by and our old friend
Frank, the "Z Force" man who lived at Hervey Bay, he was pleased to  see all his old mates
on the 'Krait' and so [ arranged eats and drinks on 'Krait' as we still had our good Cook
Stan Waye of "Z Force" of South Australia.

Next morning we had a "Z Force" discussion with Captain Bill McLezan, the
Secretary Mr Jack Guyder, also the Engineer Mr Frank Croning, who was to take over
from my Engineer Martin  Clancy. Butch was going to give myseif and Marty a lft
home as we had been away for 14 days and we had raised an amount of Seventy-
Three Thousand Dollars  ($73,000) for the 'Krait' Appeal.  Captain Bill McLean,
Captain Bill Haynes, Eagineer Frank Croning, Secretary Jack Guyder, and other "Z
Force" men stayed at Urangan until the weather improved, while Marty and myself
accepted the car lift home with Butch and his wife back to Brisbane. I believe the
'Krait' left early next morning via Sandy Straits and the Wide Bay Bar with a good Sea to
Brisbane, except at midmight the Gardiner main engine broke down, due to fuel trouble
outside Maroochydore.
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As Mr Frank Croning was a good engineer, it did not take him very long to
have it going again and 'Krait' proceeded to Brisbane for a break of a few days. Then

Captain Rob Fraser took over, taking 'Krait' through the South Canninpa passage to "~

Southport over The Southport Bar, down the New South Wales' Coast to Tweed Heads
where Krait was handed back to the Australian Coast Guard.

At a later date on Monday 22 April 1985, T was forwarded an Invitation to attend
a gathering at the Austraiian War Memorial . Canberra, with Sir Ninian Stephen, AK,
GCMG, GCVO, KBE, His excellency The Governor General of Australia and listened
to a few members of the 'Kraits' crew and asked {urther questions from "Z Force" attendants.

[ was given a special present ol the Book "The Heroes" signed by Mr Horrie
Young 'Krait" N.S.W., Mr Allan Jones ‘Krait' WA, Mr Morris Berrynfan ‘Krait' S.A,
Mr R Morris 'Krait' England, the last four members of 'Krait'.

Again in 1986, my wife and myself were invited to a special "Z Force" Unit Dinner at
the Bellevue Hotel, Brisbane, where my wife and I had the pleasure of personally meeting His
Excellency Sir Walter Campbeil D.C., Governor of Queensiand, Patron of Queensiand
Commandos.

[ was also informed that one of the Governor's family was killed on 'Krait' in the Rimau
War Raid on Singapore.
My wife and myself enjoyed the dinner as 1 was the last Civil Captain to say cheerio
and thank ail the remaining "Krait" and Commando Crew. :
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Did you know?

B Australia was fighting against Germany,

Italy and Japan at the same time

B German, ltalian and Japanese soldiers

were held in Prisoner of War camps in
Australia

B Japanese and German submarines

attacked more than 50 ships along the
south eastern Australian coastline from
1842 - 1944

Australians soldiers were the first to
defeat the Japanese in a land battle
when they fought them at Milne Bay in
August and September, 1942

39,366
Australians
lost their lives
during the
Second World
War

Australia’s allies against Japan included
Papua New Guinea, United States of
America, New Zealand, United Kingdom
and the Netherlands.

Sydney Harbour attacked 31st May,
1942

Japanese and German ships laid mines
around the southern coast of Australia
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7th December 1941

7th January 1942
23rd January 1942
3rd February 1942

15th February 1942

19th February 1942
20th Februay 1942
1st March 1942

4th March 1942
5th March 1942
8th April 1942

18th April 1942

5th/8th May 1942

31st May 1942

8th June 1942

21st July 1942
25th August 1942

17th September 1942

2nd November 1942
12/15th Nov 1942
9th December 1942

Japanese attack Pearl Harbour,
invade Malaya and Hong Kong

Bombing of Rabaul
Invasion of Rabaul

Japanese commence air raids
on Port Moreshy, PNG

Surrender of all Allied forces in
Malaya and Singapore

Air raids on Darwin commence
Japanese invade Timor
Sinking of HMAS Perth
Sinking of HMAS Yarra
Japanese invade Lae, PNG
Sinking of HMAS Vampire

General Macarthur, US Army,
appointed Commander of all
Australian forces

Battie of Coral Sea

Japanese mini subs aitack
shipping in Sydney Harbour

Japanese submarine shells
Newcastle

Japanese land at Gona, PNG
Japanese land at Milne Bay

Japanese attack along Kokoda
Track, halted at Imita Ridge

Kokoda recaptured
1942 Naval battle at Guadalcanal

Australians capture Gona

Did you know?

B Australia was fighting against Germany,
ltaly and Japan at the same time

W German, ltalian and Japanese soldiers
were held in Prisoner of War camps in
Australia

B Japanese and German submarines
attacked more than 50 ships along the
south eastern Australian coastline from
1942 - 1944

B Australians soldiers were the first to
defeat the Japanese in a land battle
when they fought them at Milne Bay in
August and September, 1942

B 39,366
Australians
lost their lives f
during the ™
Second World N
War

B Australia’s allies against Japan included
Papua New Guinea, United States of
America, New Zealand, United Kingdom
and the Netherlands.

W Sydney Harbour attacked 31st May,
1942

B Japanese and German ships laid mines
around the southern coast of Australia




