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ON 28 AUGUST 1972, A RAAF CARIBOU
CARRYING 25 PNG ARMY CADETS WAS
REPORTED MISSING ENROUTE FROM LAE
TO PORT MORESBY, INSTIGATING A SEARCH
AND RESCUE MISSION. GRAHAM CHRISTIAN,
CAPTAIN OF RESCUE IROQUOIS A2-490,
RECOUNTS THE EVENTS.

N EARLY AUGUST 1972, a

detachment of Bell Iroguois UH-1H

helcontars from Mo.5 Sguacror RAA

Base Fairbairn ACT was deployed o
Goroka in the Papug New Guinga (PNGI
Highiands to support a mapping survey
by the Army

At the peginning of the detachment,
twe aircraft deployec to Lake Kopiage to
recover two damaged 9 Squadron Iroquos
1o Wawak and then returned to Goroka o
rgjoin the survey support opergtion.

Cn the alternocn of 28 August, RAAF
Caribou YM-JNL [44-2331 carrying 25
PNG Army cacets was reporied missing
snrouta trom Lae to Port Moresby. Search
and rescue (SAR) response was activated
ard under the command of FLGOFF Tony
Lea 5 detachment of a0 lroquaois (842-487
ano 42-4901 from the Goroka base, along
will: air end ground crew, was assigned
SAR auties, to base out of Las
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Departing Goroks for Lag at first light on
29 Augusr, the detechment commenced
operations in tha'r assigned search areas
between Lae and Wau,

Thera wara operationzl reasons the
Irogquois wera basad at Lag — partly
logistics and parl'y geographic. \Wal was
the last known positior of the Caribou
betore it was listed missing énd, due (o
the changeable weatner and low cloud
base, it was not known whetner the
aircraft had continuad past Wau {toward
Fart Moresby) or Luned back toward Lae.
Because of the large fuel consumption
of two Irequois operating from dawn
until dusk, Lae {abcut a 20 minute flght
from Waul wes the logical base and was
directad as such by RAAF Headquarters
Port Moresby.

Search Headquarters advised that the
Australizn Army would base a Sioux (smal
trrae-seat observation helicopter) and

amall fixed-wing sircraft at Wao Lo cin
the searzh, as they could use the evailable

Awgas fusl supply (fer pisten engine

aircraftl. Iroguois have & jet engine and
require &vtur ljiat tuel), supolies of which
were ral sulliciently avalabe at VWau.
Haowever, 3s time progressed some Aviur
supplies (in 44 gellon drums! wers [ewr
nto Wau by Caribou to allow the lrogquos
1o refuel and exterd the search operat on.
Sewveral ¢ther aircrat were invalvec
n the search, including Caribou ifrom
a permanent detachment based in Port
Maresay), 8 C-130 Hercules Liarsporl
and a long-range P-3 Orion maritime
surveillance aircreit. The Crion searchad
througrout tre first night hepng Lo bick
up radio signals from the missing Carbou,
or frem survivors. 1t wes a huge. leam
efforl with 2 wide ceographic ares to e
searched. es allocsted ard coordinatea
oy Heacquarters. (As ar aside, there






CREW OF CARIBOU
M JML (A4-233)

Recovering & damaped
9 Squedron roqeois from
Lake Kopiaga, PNG:

FLTLT Graham Thomas
CO-PILOT:

PLTOFF Gregory Ebsary
LOADMASTER:

CPL Gary Power

ARMY LIAISON OFFICER:
Caprain Robert Loftus.

The crew, along with 20 cadets,
perished in the crash.

THE SURVIVORS:

Patrick Tan Gau, Joseph Fr

Nicholas Fabila, Anchony

amd Chris Mar

Having survived the crash, Nichol:
Fabila died the day following the rescue.
Fifty vears afrer the accident, The
Reverend (retired) Patrick Tan Gau and
Joseph Fragi, a retired lawyer, are hiving
in PNG. Chris Maraga became a major
in the PNG Army and died in 2010,
Anthony Kolu died in 2018,

\f
BELOW The search ares, circled on map.

has baan soma misrepresentations by
inaividua s about the deployment of
various search glernents, out that is likely
die 10 those personne’ oeing unaware
of how searcn resources are elliciently
manayed and coordinated.!

During <he search phase, the two
Iroqueis would dapart L ase at dawn
search an ellocaled area prior Lo arriving
at Waeu o rsfusl, ard return to _ae at
cus<. Most of tre lrogueis aircrew had
exzensive helicopter flying experierce,
ncluding recent intensve oparational
tving in the Yietnam VWar. The fly ng
ancucted, durirg the rescus nparticular,
vas largely suce %sful due to the
exoeriance of Thase crew and thair abiiny
o work as a teem i what were very
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d=manding ac 5. Lwil hat, at the ~ - _3_.@-%:, o |
end of this narrative, all the BAAF roqueis e Sy SN
ki L LCIs Pt \/{:}‘ . Gulf of Papua

crev |l can rezall) who participated in the 4 31" T e
search and tne rescue, Q





HISTORY. CARIRO & ARC

As the search operation progressed, both
Irogquois conducted methedical searchas
between Lae and \Wau along all possitle
tracks the Carioou may have flown We
had local Kiaps on board and visted all
seftlements in the regicn 1o ask villagers
if they tad seen or heard a Caribou tly over.
[hat gradually progressed as we built a
picture of whera the Caribou had flown
(and where it nad not) untilit was
determined it had not turnea back toward
Lae out apparenty continued on beyenrd
Wau teward Poct Moreshy, passing through
the Kudieru Gap in the high ranges.

It was laler confirmaca that was where
the Caribou had flown, but encountering
dascanding clouas and poor visibility the
pilot attempted Lo Wwm back toward Lae
but wes unsble 1o tum tightly encugh In
the confined velley, nor oulclimb tha sising
terrain, and impacted the steep-sided
valley walls.

On the aftarnocn of 31 August 1972,
an Army Sioux helicopter piloted oy Terry
Hayes reported sight'ng some cadets
welking along a ravine (the Kopera Riverl.
An Army Pilatus Porter, piloted by lan
Sinrols, replaced Hayas as he departed the
area for fuel. Tony Lea icaptain of A2-487)
refualled at Wau anc procesded to the area
with guidance 1o the exact location provided
by lan, who then departed for Wau.

| was captain of A2-490 snd after
reluglling at Wau and having 3 maintenance
problem: rectified, proceadead 1o the rescue
area snorthy after Tony,

The treas in the rascue sres were up to
100m high and with a winch cab'e lengta
of about BOm meaximum, required the
ascue nelicoptars to cescend between
the reetops and below the averhanging
cancoy to enable the winch cable te reach
tae ground. fany lowered his crewiman
Ken Tanswell and a local Kiap by winch
10 85sist the recovery of sunivors in the
raving. Late in the aftemaocn, failing light,
incraasing ran and unfavourable wind made
the rescue a vary demanding operation.
Those conditions, combined with a figh-
density altitude, saw the Iroguols cperating
&t s maximum performance imis which,
witnout & very experienced crew working as
a team, could have nad dire consequences,

Tony winched out thres survvors initially,
shen following guidance orovided by one
of the sunsivors {Patrick Tau Gau) retraced
their path to the site of the crashed
Caribou, some distance away. Tony
lowerea his observer (Stan Flack) oy winch
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who, equipped with & redio, searched the
site for survivors.

After Tony pad moved from the ravine
rescue to the crasn site, | moved 480 n
and winched a fourth survivor and Ken
Tanswell trom the ravine, then flew Lo the
crash sie,

Tony, alter lowering Stan Flack to the
cresh site ana new low on tusl, departec
in 487 to zake the three survivors Lo Bulelo

and refual. | replaced Tony at the crash site,

With my crewman Ray Morrison operating
the winch, we descended below the jungle
cancpy settling into a hover with the nose
of the airerall sitting in the upper branches
and only 2:3m of clearance in place around
the main and tail rotors, Weh anly & few
turns left on the winch drum, we managed

TOP AZ-£87 at village near Garaina, seeking
witness reports; had a Caribau flown aver?

FAR RIGHT A2-430 at Bulala Golf Caurse
on the marning after the rescue
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Exercise Crocodile Response 23

FZ

Narrative: 35SQN deployed one C-27J aircraft to Darwin NT to participate in Ex Crocodile Response 23 (CR23), a bilateral Australian and US Humanitarian and Disaster Relief (HADR) exercise.

Action:

* Ex CR23 included Indonesian participation with the goal of affirming trilateral partnerships in preparation for crisis response in the Indo-Pacific Region.

* 35SQN integrated into the planning and execution cycles of the HADR missions, enabling the air operations portion of the Field Training Exercise through airland and airdrop capabilities.

* (C-27J) conducted airdrop of 4 x CDS with interoperability from the USMC. The USMC conducted the DZ survey, controlled the DZ, CDS construction, CDS rigging inspections and then jointly
conducted the loading inspection with 35SQN. The CDS contained USMC Meal Ready to Eat and a lightweight water purification system for use by deployed ground elements in Ex CR23.

* Wider engagements included conducting an air experience flight for 30 Darwin based Australian Air Force Cadets, plus educating the 1 Brigade Tactical Air Control Party on C-27J integration.

Outcome:

* 35SQN integrated with key Indo-Pacific partners the US and Indonesia in Northern Australia and exercised realistic HADR mission sets (AFSTRAT LOE 3). 35SQN engaged wider Darwin
based stakeholders in order to build 35SQN’s reputation and enable future integration (AFSTRAT LOE 3). Challenging flying and maintenance conditions in Northern Australia increased air
and ground crews ability to execute missions in this area of operations (AFSTRAT LOE 1).

35SQN — Adept
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35 SQN — Exercise SPARTAN WAU 2023
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Narrative: 35SQN and the Australian Defence Fbrce School of Spécial Opéraﬁbhs conducted joint training through the joint planning, insertion, sustainment and redeploy of ground forces in Shoalwater Bay.

Action:

ADF SSO candidates attended 35SQN 24hrs prior to deployment for an intelligence brief and joint planning session with aircrew to meet ground force commander objectives.

35SQN deployed the ground force element over three chalks into Shoalwater Bay, with Troops In Fighting Order and engines running on/offload by day and night

Operations into The Plains airfield were conducted, the first time this 985m grass runway has been used by ADF Fixed Wing assets since the retirement of the Caribou

176AD SQN operated from 35SQN, building live airdrop loads which were then inserted by 35SQN to sustain the deployed ground force elements.

Tactically sound Drop Zones that accorded with the scheme of manoeuvre were surveyed by the deployed FE during exercise execution, and transmitted with 24 hours notice for aircrew planning.
Flying operations were conducted from Amberley, permitting multiple crews (12 pilots, 7 loadmasters) to be exposed to this exercise battlespace, and reducing the impact on maintenance support.

Outcome: 35SQN Aircrew increased proficiency in planning and executing with the joint force, and ADF SSO deepened knowledge of air mobility capabilities (AFSTRAT LOE 3). 4 x C Category pilot upgrades
achieved and increased airdrop proficiency across the aircrew workforce (AFSTRAT LOE 1). Greater capability developed in Shoalwater Bay Training Area through The Plains airfield and increased DZs.

355QN — Adept







